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path; and, if God had pleaſed he had Turely made bn 
one people; but he hath thought fit ta give you differen e 
| Jaws, that be might try you in that which he hath given TS 

you reſpeRively, Therefore. ſrive to excel each other © 
in good works; unto God ſhall ye all return, and them | | 
abs og mee.  -* 
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ſATRODUCTION. 


N order to form a ptoper judgment a 
men and things, it will be incumbent 


on us to generalize our ideas, to extend them 
beyond the contemplation of our own 
countrymen, the profeſſors of the ſame re- 
ligious principles, and beyond local modes 
of thinking: to mankind colleQively, and 
ſubjects abſtractedly; overlooking the ſeve- 
ral denominations by which humankind are 
broken into independent communities, and 
ſeparate brotherhoods z whether by the bar- 


riers of nature, the policy of governments, 


or meer obſtinate _— of particular opi- 


nions. 
It is very natural for thoſe who exerciſe 


dominion over mankind, whether in a civil 


or religious capacity, to purſue all ſuch mea- 
ſures as may tend to confirm and extend 
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2 INTRODUCTION: 
their authority over their ſubjetts ; 
thing contributes more to theſe purpoſes, 
than a careful inculcation of ſuch intellec- 


n 


tual of local prejudices, as may perpetuate 
excluſive diſtinctions, confirm parties in their | 
tenets of ſeparation, and by teaching them 


directly or indirectly to deteſt each other, 


attach them the more cloſely under their re- 
ſpective leaders. However knowledge may 
be reproached with pying men up, it is ig- 
norance that puffeth up zeal. 

A perſuaſion in favour of particular (y- 
ſtems of belief, has often no more founda- 
tion than an internal evidence, and argu- | 


| ments which carry no conviftion with them 


beyond a ridge of mountains, or a croſs a 
river : moreover the common pleas urged in 
favour of one, will frequently admit of be- 
ing adapted with equal advantage to the 
Typport of any other. Nor has there been 
want of martyrs who have laid down their 
Hves in teſtimony of their ſincerity: for all 


opinions, even the moſt contradidtory: a 
native 


ft 


Importance to mankind. 


native of Rome; Parte, of London, might 


by an education at Conftantinople, have 


become a ſtrenuous affertor of the miſſion of 
Mohammed ; or by receiving his ideas at 
Pekin, have rejected all other legiſlators and = 
prophets, in favour of Fohi and Confucius. - 
The coincidence of truth with utility, 
other, have been ſtrongly inſiſted on by the 
learned Biftiop of Glouceſter, in his Divine 
Legation of Moſes. It follows, that ſuch 
truths which have no teſt of utility to which 
they may be brought, can be but of ſmall 
Yet of this na- 
ture have been moſt of thoſe points, the 
eftablifhing or rooting out of which, have 
ſpread ſo much horror and deſolation in va- 
rlous parts of the earth, This in great mea- 
ſure aroſe from « perſuaſion of the univer- 


ſality of truth; and a fond notion that tlie 


true religion ought to be the only religion: 


Hence every one has ſtrove, by all imagin- 
able en, both fair and foul, (the end 
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4 INTRODUCTION. _ 
ſanQifying the means,) to be that, unĩ- 
verſal church. But, if their ſeveral dagmas 
were to be eſtimated by their means of pro- 
pagation, on the good Biſhop's plan of utility 
to mankind ;—the probable reſult is wa to 
the reader's conception. 


An elegant writer has argued this dine 
of the required univerſality as the. evidence 
of a true religion, in a very ingenious man- 
ner, as follows,—* On what incomprehen- 

* ſible plan, muſt the wiſe Diſpoſer of all things 
proceed, to ſuffer men thus to bewilder 
* themſelves in the labyrinths of error, and 
« from thence to plunge into the gulphs of 
© wickedneſs and miſery, when the leaſt direc- 
© tion from his omnipotent hand, would lead 
© them through the flowery paths of truth, 
© to virtue and felicity ? Strange ! that he 
has not given them reaſon ſufficient to 
perform this important office ! Stranger ! 
that if ever he condeſcended to. affiſt that 
< reaſon with his infinite wiſdom, even the 
> © religion that reſults from that ſupernatural 
3 


N 


b © beneficent ends it was deſigned for / that 


* 
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INTRODUCTION: 5 
c aſſiſtance, ſhould fill be deficient in almoſt” 
6 every one of the principal requilites neceſ- 
* ſary toward accompliſhing the great and 


© it ſhould want univerſality to render it im» 
* partial, authenticity to make it demonſtra - 

ble, perſpieuity to make it intelligible, and 
© policy to make it uſeful to mankind : that 
© it ſhould immediately have been corrupt- 


ed, and from that corruption been pro- 


s duRtive of all the mĩſery and wickedneſs it 
© ſeemed calculated to prevent. But on exa- 
c mination we ſhall find, that theſe evils, like 


© all thoſe of which we have before treated, 


© owe their exiſtence to no defect of good- 
* neſs or power in God, but to the imper- 
s fetion of man, and their own neceſſity : 
© that is, to the impracticability of giving a 
5 perfeQ religion to an imperfect creature,'® 


Whether this ſolution of the difficulty 


will be ſatisfactory to philoſophers and pole- 


b Origin of Evil. Letter VI. 
| B 3 mics, 
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mics, n be eſe o een and pole» | 
nan. | | | 
' - Human vature is nearly the tans in-al 

| places and at all times; it is the education 

| i beſtowed on it, that amps the vatieties be- 
"=p tween the antient and modern; and toge- 

| | ther with an allowance for the influence of 


climate, between the European and the Aſi - 
_ "tie. Legiflative policy working upon na- | 
tional pride, has given rife to many parti- 
eular miſſions, and exclufive claims to the 
favour of Heaven; which have been ſup- 
ported by various means as circumftances 

have dictated. But on whatever wild re- 

veries they may have been founded, or how- | 
ever common fenſe may be inſulted by their | 
rites and ceremonies; the relative duties of 

humanity have not ſo often been miſtaken, 
at leaſt within the circle, of the votaries of 
the fame. perſuaſion, Theſe being of ge- 
neral concern, and having their foundation, 
not in the fancy, but in our feelings; man- 
kind were not ſo likely to be led aſtray by 
1 the 
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regard to them]; eſpecially when we refleft | 


that no community can ſubſiſt under a diſ- 
regard of matters of ſuch immediate imgor- 
To form an impattial eftimate of the in- 
trinfic merits of any religion, it may be 
- neceſſary to paſs over all the ſupernaturals 
wherewith it is embelliſhed, and recom- 
mended to the veneration of its votaries ; 
and to examine the tendency of thoſe prac- 
tical duties enjoined for the, condyR of man 
toward man: this is tlie infallible teſt, the 
golden rule, laid down by our Meſſiah, and 
brought home to the apprehenſions of thoſe 
to whom it is addreſſed, by a fawiliar and 
moſt happy alluſion.” We are not only in- 
vited to judge for ourſelves what is right 30 
but are referred to a fruit tree as a guide to 
our judgment: Do men gather grapes of 
#horns, or figs of thiflles ? Even ſo every good 


® Luke xii. 57. 
4: 
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 tree-bringeth forth geod fruit : but @ corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit, — Wherefere, by 
tbeir fruits ye ſhall know them. 


I: 6% 


It is hoped this publication may not be | 
miſconſtrued, or miſrepreſented, into a de- 
ſign to recommend Mohammediſm to Chriſ- 
tians; or in any meaſure to ſet the Koran in 
competition, with the Holy Scriptures : God 


be thanked tue are not reduced to derive _- 


our morals from any ſuch ſource ; as, (not- 
withſtanding the repreſentations of the in- 
genious gentleman juſt quoted) drinking the 
waters of life from a purer ſtream, The 
only view was, by undergoing a piece of 


drudgery, to preſent the public with what 
may at leaſt be eſteemed a curioſity by num» 


bers who might be diſguſted with the tail of 
acquiring it, viz. from a heap of jargon to 
extract and throw into a conciſe view, the 


. moral maxims of an Arab, whoſe dictates 


have been received by ſuch extenſive re- 
gions, in the faireſt and moſt delightful | 


) Matt. vii. 16, 17, 20. 
| quarter 
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quarter of the globe. May one farther mo- 


tive be tolerated ? The operations of that 


zeal, which is not according to knowledge, 

are ſo violent in ſome, contract the opera- 
tions of the mind into ſo narrow à circle, 
and warp the judgment ſo far ſrom the 

truth; that we ought to pray ſor that de- 
gree of Laodicean luke warmneſs, which 
may preſerve to us the free and perfe& uſe 
of our rational faculties : and there are 
many ſincere and well meaning people, to 
whom it may be ſome. information, to find 
that muſſulmen, although painted with ſuch 
fierce whiſkerz on ſign poſts at inn doors, 
are taught by their law, underſtand, and 
practice, the moral duties; to a degree that 


may ſhame many who profeſs a better 


ligion: this compilation may therefore not 
be without its uſe in extending that charity 
of opinion toward our fellow creatures, 
which is ſo little underſtood, though it con- 


ſtitutes ſo fundamental an article of the 


chriſtian religion, And now abideth faith, 
| oh | hope, 


0 
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hope, | charity, - the three; but the greatgh.o 
theſe is charity.* ? 1 


In faith and hope, the world eee 
| reset ieee een eee Pore. 


Mohammed aroſe at a moſt convenient 
time for a man of talents to give birth to a 
new reform of religion. Born in the midſt of 
pagan darkneſs, and monkiſh barbariſm, re- 
ligion was debaſed to ſuch a degree, as ren- 
dered the dictates of that ſubtil Arab really 
ſublime, when compared with the groſsnefs 
of pagan idolatry on the one hand,'and with 
the then mixture of chriſtian idolatry and 


Jargon on the other. Perhaps a more con- 


ciſe clear and juſt account of Mohammed 
may not eaſily be found or collected, than is 
contained in the learned Moſheim's Eceleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtory ; with which we will there- 


' fore enrich our lte compeadiugh of his 


morals. 
© A new and moſt powerfl enemy to the 
© Chriſtian cauſe ſtarted up in Arabia A. D. 


® 1 Cor, xiii, 1 z. 6 
£ 12, | 
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« 612, under the reign of Heraclius. This 


© was Mahomet, an illiterate man,* but en- 


« dowed by nature with the moſt lowing 


and attractive eloquence, and with a- vaſt 
and penetrating genius, diflinguiſhed alſo 


* © Mahomet himfelf expreſly declared, that he 
* was totally ignorant of all branches of learn- 
* ing and ſcience, and was even unable either to 
* write or read: and his followers have drawn 
from this ignorance an argument in favour of 
* the divinity of his miſſion, and of the religion 
© he taught. It is, however, ſcarcely credible, 
that his ignorance was ſuch as it is here de- 
* ſcribed, and ſeveral of his ſect have called in 
* queſtion the declarations of their chief relat- 
ing to this point. See Chardin, Foyages en 
* Perſe, tom. iv. p. 33, 34. If we conlider that 
* Mahomet carried on, for a conſiderable time, 
© a ſucceſsful commerce in Arabia, and the ad- 
* jacent countries, this alone will convince us, 
that he muſt have been, in ſome meaſure, in- 
* ſtructed in the arts of reading, writing, and 
* arithmetic, with the knowledge of which a 
* merchant cannot diſpenſe,” 


+ © The writers, to whom we are indebted for 
accounts of the life and religion of Mahomet, 


* are enumerated by Fabricius, in his DeleAws et 


* Syllabus 


y 
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' ©'by the advantages he enjoyed from the 
place of bis birth, which added 2 luſtre 
to his name and his undertakings. This 


hat he was commiſſioned, by God, to de- | 
and afterwards the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
© worſhip. For theſe purpoſes he delivered 


. © of the Koran, * or Alcoran ; and having 


| © London, in 8vo, in the year 1730, and which 


* 1732s and commendable both for the learning 
an 


and judicious Sale's Preliminary Diſcourſe, pre · 


Q 


© adventurous . impoſtor declared publickly, 


© ſtroy polytheiſm and idolatry, and then to 
© reform, firſt the religion of the Arabjans, 


* a new law, which is known by the name 


"7 { . 
| 8. gained 


5 Syllat us argumentor. pre weritate rely. Chriſti 
© ane, cap. I. p. 733, To which we may add, 
* Boulainvilliers, Vie de Mahomet, publiſhed at 


© deſerves rather the character of a romance, than 
of a hiltory. Gagnier, Vie de Mahomet, print- 
© ed at Amſterdam, in two volumes in 8vo, in 


candour with which it appears to have been 
* compoſed ; and, above all, the moſt learned 
* fixed to his Englifo tranſlation of the Koran, 5 2. 


For an account of the Koran, ſee princi-” 
* pally the learned Sale's Preface to his — 
NET * troy 
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gained ſeveral victories over his enemies, 
© he compelled an incredible multitude of 8 
+ perſons, both in Arabia and the neighbour- | 
| © ing nations, to receive his doctrine, and 
© range themſelves under his landards. 
« Elated with this rapid and unexpected ſuc- 
© ceſs, he extended yet further his ambitious 
% views, and formed the vaſt and arduous 
project of founding an empire. Here F 
again, ſucceſs crowned his adventurous 
© efforts; and his plan was executed with 
© ſuch intrepidity and impudence, that he 
© died maſter of all Arabia, beſide ſeveral 
adjacent provinces. hh. 


1g 


It is, perhaps, impoſlible at this ls. ts 
* form ſuch an accurate judgment of the cha- 
© racer, views, and conduct of Mahomet, 
© as would entirely ſatisfy the curiolity of a 


* tranſlation of that work, See alſo Vertot's Dy 
© cours ur P Alcoran, which 1s ſubjoined to the 
third volume of his Hiftory of the Knights of 
* 2 and Chargin' 3 2 en Perſe, tom, 
ü. p. 281.“ b 


© ſagacious 
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* ſagacious inquirer after truth. To tire 
entire credit to the Grecian writers in this 
| © matter, is neither prudent nor ſafe, fince - 
© their bitter reſentment againſt this hoſtile in- 
© yader led them to invent, without ſcruple or 
0 heſitation, fables and calumnies to blacken 
© his character. The Arabians, on the other 
band, are as little to be truſted to; 3 38 their 
c bifforians are deſtitute of veracity and can- 
« dour, conceal the vices and enormities of 
« their chief, and repreſent him as the moſt 
© divine perſon that ever appeared upon earth, 
* and'as the beſt gift of God to the world. 
© Add to this, that a conſiderable part of Ma- 
©homet's life, and indeed that part of it that 
© would be the moſt proper to lead us to a true 
© knowledge of his character, and of the 
© motives from which he acted, is abſolutely 
© unknown. It is highly probable, that he 
+ was fo deeply affected with the odious ant} 
© abominable fuperſtition which diſhonoured 
© his country, that it threw him into a cer- 
© tain fanatical diſorder of mind, and made - 
8 * bien 
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* him really imagine that he was ſupetna» 
* zurally oommiſſioned to refornvthe religion = 
of the Arabiang, and to reſtore among them = 
the worſhip of one'God. It is, however, 
nt the ſame time undoubtedly evident, that, 
© when he ſaw his entorprize crowned with 
the defired fucceſs, he made uſe of impi- 
© ous frauds to eftabliſh the work he had 0 
1 happily begun, deluded the giddy and cre- ; 
« dulous multitude by various artifices, and 
even forged celeſtial viſions to — — his 
* authority and remove the difficulties that 
* frequently aroſe in the courſe of his af- 
© fairs, This mixture of impoſture is, by 
© no means, incompatible with a ſpirit of 
« enthuſiaſm ; for the fanatic, through the un- 
guided warmth of zeal, looks often upon 
the artifices, that are uſeful to his cauſe, 
us pious and acceptable to the ſupreme 
© being, and therefore deceives when he tan 
do it with impunity.* The religion which 
| © Mahomet 


* pls "4 \ } 
il 
od IG oy tor ht 
6 INTRODUCTION. 
hat it would have been, if he had met 
with no oppoſition, in: the propagation of 
5 che opinions? — PLRNST 
_ + reſpeAs, to the reigniog ſyllcis 1 ther ch. 5 
e ſtinate attachment of the Arahians to the 
| © religion-of their anceſtots on the one hand, 
and the fond hope of gaining over to 
his cauſe both the Jews and Chriſtians on 
© the other, engaged, do doubt,” this fanati- 
cal impoſtor to admit into his ſyſtem ſeve- 
ral tenets, which he would bave rejected 
© without heſitation, had he been free from 
© the reſtraints of ambition and wagon 


5 This, 8 is hs. belt 4 of Ng.) 
© Juſting the controverſy that has been carried on 
by ſome learned men apon this curious queſtion, | 
ig. Whether Mahomet was a fanatic, or an 
'« ;3mpoſtor, See Bayle's Dictionary, at the article 
'* Mahomet. Ockleys's Claes? 75 Hria, Per. 

J. 


Ha, nd ee by te Saracen, Vo p- 62. 
* Sale 12 ace to his tranſlation of the Alco- 
r 
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ren which ee 


ing to cu bat ure plain and evident,” 
« and muſt remane, ar .rathes preventy or 
„ ſurptize, When they are attentivelg po⁰νj, 
© dergd. The terror gf Mabomes'a mms, 
and the repeated vicories which were gain-- 
* eg by him and bis fuceellors, mores a5 
5 doubt, the irreſiſtidle argument that 9 
© (yaded ſuch qppltitudes $0 embrace his te- 
a . his lay vn Aly apd maregllouſly. 
dapted to dhe  Sorrupe » Anture ef map 5 
„ia a mar particular, Manne, $.the 
7 . — aod. opigigns of he eaſtern. W. 
tions, agd the vices to which they were 
naturally addiQed ; for the articles of ach 


and extremely ſimple;. and.the duties it te- 
h * quired were neither many, nor difficult, 


« nor ſuch as were incompatible with the em 
e paſſions *, It is tobe. 


See Reland, De religigne Mabonedice: 
: Sale $ ane Difcourſ-.* *. 
_ * obſerved. 


. 


Which it propoſed Were few. jo pumber, \ | | 


a rbb 0 „ 75 


* propegetion iof this nem toligiony was . 


[ 


\ 


4 tions, and ſuch deteſtable enormities, 
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« obſerved Further, that the grols ignorance, Ky 
6 under which the Arabians, Syrians, Forfiatn, 
< and the greateſt part of the eaftern-nations, 
© laboured- at this time, rendered many an 
© eaſy prey to the artifice and eloquence of 
< this bold adventurer. To theſe cauſes of 
< theprogreſs of Mahometiſm, we may add the 
© bitter diſſentions and cruel animoſities that 
* reigned among the Chriſtian ſeQs, particular- 
< ly the Greeks, Neſtorians, Eutychians, and { 
© Monophyfites, diſſentĩons that filled a great 
part of the eaſt with carnage, aff; 


© rendered the very name of Chiiſtianity odi- 
© ous to many. We might add here, that the 
A © Monophyſites and Neftorians, full of re- 
r ſentment againſt the Greeks, from whom 
E they had ſaffered the bittereſt and moſt in- 
* jurious treatment, aſſiſted the Arabians in 
* the conqueſt of ſeveral Provinces A into 


. * © See Ockleys's C | of Syria, Buße, and 
e by the Saracens, the firſt part of which was 
liſhed at London, in * year 2 and che 
nd in ah bf LN 


. « which, 


— 


* | > 4 


Which, of conlequence, the "rel gion of 


© Mahomet” Was "afterwitde * introduced. a 
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© Other cauſes of the ſadden progreſs of that 
« religion, will naturally occht to ſuch % 
« conſider attentively its ſpirit and genius, . 


* and the ſtate of the world at this tie. — 


After the death of Mahomet, which. 
© happened A. D. 632, his followers, ed on 
« by an amazing intrepidity, and a fanati-, 
« cal fury, and aſſiſted, as we have already | 


* obſerved, by thoſe Chriſtians whom the, 
< Greeks had Mr with ſuch ſevefty\.qx-, 


"4 
g * 
* 
— 
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« tended their conqueſts beyond the limits of © 
Arabia, and ſubdued Syria, Perſia, 'Egyit, _ 
and other countries under their dominem. 


On the other hand, the Greeks exhauſted 
« with civil diſcords, and wholly occupied \ 
© by inteſtine troubles, were unable WP | 75 


© theſe intrepid Ig in 9 9220 
career. ö / 

© For wh time theſe enthuſiaſtic invaders. 

« uſed their proſperity with moderation, and, 

© treated the Chriſtians, and particularly 

C 2 5 © thoſe 


' 
i 
' 


* 
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%., 


nnn os Dane 
« of the councils of Epheſus and Cha)ceden, . 
„wich the. utmoſt. indulgence and, Jenity., 


6 But ag an uninterrupted courſe, of ſucceſs, 
« and proſperity, renders too generally Cor-, 
< rupt/ mortals inſolent and imperious, {o- 
the moderation of this victorious ſect de- 
generated by degrees, into ſeyerity; and nd 
« they treated the Chriſtians, at length, ra- 
« ther like ſtaves, than citizens, loading them. 
« with unſupportable taxes, and obliging 
« them to ſubmit to a vatiety of . 

8 and oppreſſive meaſures. 4 3 | 
+ The progreſs, however, of 3 
oY phant ſect received . 
them immediately aftet the death of Ma- 
© bomet. Abubeketr and Ali, dhe former 
© the father-in law, and the latter the ſon· 
© in-law, of this pretended prophet, alpired. 
© both to ſucceed him in the empire which 
| © he had erected. Upon this aroſe a tedious. 
* and eruel * whoſe flame reached to 
© ſucceed- 


F 


„ 
, 


1e Fee rte 


C which a the Mahometans Into. two 
« great factions, wh ole ſepdration hot only | - 
© gave riſe to variety 'ﬆ opinions and Tites, 
© but alſo excited the implacable hatred, and 
the moſt deadly animolities. Of - 
c factions, e one acknowled ged ' Abubeker - 
aas the true calf, or ſucceſſor of Mahomet, 
and its members were aifinguiied'vy"the 
name of Sonnites ; while the other adher- 

ed to Ali, and were known by "the"title 
of Schiites . Both however adhered to the 
© Alcoran as 4 divine law, and the rule of 
faith and manners; to which, indeed, the 
former added, by way of interpretution, 
© the ſonna, i. & a certain law which they 


* See Reland, De reli 


religione Tarcit, 15 U p. 
ii, p. 236. a 


0 3 


| 
| 


© ſucceeding nges, and d produc 4 5 9 


looked upon 28 deſcended from Mabomet 
by oral tradition, and Which the-Sehiites | 
« refuſed to admit. Among the Sonnites, 
dor followers of Abubeker, * are. to | 


36. 70. 74. 83. e ex Perſe, tom. 
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c reckon the Turks, Tartars, Aubing, Af- 
c ricans, and the greateſt part of the Iodian 
„Mabemetans; whereas the Perſians, and 
: 's che ſubjects of the Grand Mogul are gene- 
"© rally conſidered as the followers of Ali; 
4 though the latter indeed ſeem rather to ohj- 
* ſerve a trick neutrality in this conteſt, 


© Beſides theſe two grand faQions, there 

| rn are other ſubordinate ſets among the Ma- 

W © hametane, which diſpute with warmth con- 

- + cerning ſeveral points of religion, though _ 
withgut violating the rules of mutual tole- | 
tation ®, | Of theſe ſets there are four, | 
which far ſurpaſs the reſt in point of repu- 


tet n 


[ 


When we conſider the malignant zeal 


which ſo frequently poiſons the pens engag- 
ed in church · hiſtory and cantroverſy, the 


* « For an account of the Mahomeran ſecter ſee 
0 Henne. « Hifter, Orient. lib, ii. cap. vi. p. 

* wing Trat. ds PEmpire Ottoman, livr. 
Chardin's Foyages en Perſe, tom. ii. 
1 3 at Fele Preliminary Diſcourſe, 5 8.“ 

loſheim's Ecele/. _ vol, i. p. 313. 
candid 8 
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— 
remark. To this accaunt of Mohatamed, | 
we will add from the teſtimony of Mr. Sale, 
the Mohammedan notion of the Deity; 


which ſome perhaps may be -heterodox 


enough to think moſt unexceptionable in that 
very was nnn to it bs 


* 


C That boch . agd * 
© among his followers, who are reckoned” 
© orthodox, had, and continue to have, juſt 
© and true notions of God and his attributes, 


© (always excepting their obſtinate and impi- 


« ous rejecting of the Trinity) appears fo. 
© plain from the Koran itſelf, and all the 
* Mohammedan divines, that it would be loſe 
© of time to refute thoſe- who ſuppoſe the 
God of Mohammed to be JIN 
« the true God . . 


To the fame import alſo is the mo 
paſſage from a reſpectable French . to 


* Prelim, Diſcourſe, $ 4. f 93+ 1 
C 4 * 


*. 2 4 N 1 - " A, 
a M4. n 
* * * » - 
© oaths |. tos, 
o 
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= 
. —_ 


0 5 (FF R = 
W nerkoboerien 


| . be 
dae he Otto H ii 
r Tate fengteti; the Mabemetan fs 
iff e met dibgbt6in, . 
Mittetd the ſenſeb, Biit in man), 
1 blech ute ügreer With Chelttianty- Nu. 
 romerifm Þ founded 6n' ihe koowledge & 
« the true God, the Creator of all Wits, 
upon de love of but nei the putifi- | 
© carion' of the body und a Juliet gracenble | 
gen It abort 1doldy and the warlip of | | 
_ + cen ie firialy-problbiegy'®1* + +111 147? 
-  Hideed Mohimmed appears to have been | 
4 Sea wffercer! of the unity of [Deity * 
*iking "frequent cvcaſion” throughout the © 
poind of religion; and to denoance 'Tovere 
 venigeance"igainſt thoſe WHO aſſociate other 
names or relations with Ged. If it ma be 
_ pardonable. to indulge a little in conjecture. 
it may not appear pechape the woſt ablurd 


* Tournefort's Voyages, Engliſh Ae 
DTT eee 


* - * 
a 
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— 
extenſive the ſpread uf Menadithtedifoffits - 
| breny if wo attribute fmeWRat of kant Wr. 
mation from Rotniſh - idolarryy/- the "ics 


| of which continited-thoking xooty long beſord 
| they were cultivated for politica)-putyeſts 
to the indirect influence. of the de f 
| the unity of the great God of the unlverſe, 
who is truly, if, in an erronevu manner the 
pure object of eaſtern adoration. 1 hüt this 
A GEES 


Gas in dhe form: and: fubliincs/ of can; 


while they were debaſing and waſting heir 
rational powerson ſcholaſtic ſubtilties; ſoumi-—- 


ed in abſurdity 3 the Afiatios adored is God 


whom they were taught to conceive iniaheſe. 
term. God! there in God but he the 


living, the ſelf-ſubliſtingg neither lumber 


par dear bee him; to hint belongeth 


© what- 


5 


1 
. © 


CT mrTroDucmron; 


| + whatſoerer join heaven; and oacarth; Who 
be ig that can intercede with him but 
_ © through his good pleaſure?) He knoweth _ 
chat which is paſt, and that which is to 
come to them, and they ſhall not compre- 
' < bend any thing of his knowledge, but ſo 
< far as he pleaſeth. His throne is extended 
© over heaven and earth, and the preſerva- 
© tion of both is no burthen unto/him. He 
NE is the high, the mighty .“ Theſe are ex» | 
preſſions which muſt /firike with. their ſubli» , 
mity, even thoſe | who deſpiſe the Arabian | 
apolile that dictated them. 146 849 | 
Were it neceſſary nen nt 
riſon between the Mobammedan ſyſtem and 
popoery, a thinking man would not heſitate 
long in deciding to which the preference was 
due: ſor to inftance only in another parti» 
cular;| whereas the penances and atone- 
ments for ſins in the latter, are chiefly di- 
rected to uſeleſs rituals, and ere 3 
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eee the angiations of he for- 
mer have ae eee 
_ the good of ſociety; as to the fring the - 
captive, to feeding} and aloathing dhe hun- 
. gry, &e. See ſorhe inſtances of this Kind,. 
under the articles Munbza, Oarns, Ce. 
beſide other inſtances which do not come *© 
ſo directly under our vie. 
"That the more northern nations have im- 
proved ſo happily this firſt principle, of theo- 
Mohammedan ſyſtem ; and perhaps afliſted 
them in recovering and refining the Chriſ- 
tian religion from the rubbiſh under which 
it was overwhelmed by craft and ignorance, 
may be partly accounted for from thoſe pria- 5 
ciples which, will equally explain why they | 
| have aſſerted and maintain, the natural ann 
civil rights of mankind, in a greater or leſs 
degree, while the ſoft nations of the eaſt, 
continue from century to century the diſpi- 
rited ſubjects to an abſolute and . 


tim. e 
: . | : 


* nerzobve rio. 


Wa: ee having been dg during 0 . 
eee ore e l my 
Wuec be dilagrersble to the reader to ſes from 
r 
tion of it. nini ai 922 . mx. 
_ 25 Wihvn the inovidable de) of fudytrent 
 :\»,, Cidhall-fddenlyicome; no ſoulrfhull charge 
OY © the prediction of its comiug with falſe- 
good it will abaſe ſome, und walt others. 
When we earth hall be Haken with a 
viblene hoch and the mountains ſhill be 
ene pieces and mall become as duft 
'  «Hiſchttortad abroad; and ye hall be ſeparated | 
ei three diſtinst claſſes : the companions 
ef the right hand, (how happy ſhalt the 
t companions of the right hand be I) and tbe 
% coltpenions of the left hand; (how miſet- 
abe hall the companions of the left hand 
++ be) and thoſe who have: preceded others 
„eln the krith, ſhall precede them to para- 
bie. Theſe re they who ſhall approach 
e neur unto God: they ſhall d well in gat- 
4 495 of delight; : * ſhall be many of the 
former 


er 


S thorns, and trees df mauz, ebe regularly Tal 
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former religlotsy dhe few" ef we vary” 


© Repoſing vn"couthes adbroed” e e. A * 5 


« and precious ſtoneuz liting'oppeſte d e. 
another thereon, Youths which hf con. ; 
«* tinue in their bloom for ever, "hall | 
round about to attend them, with ef. 
and beakers, and a cup of flowing wine: © 
© their heads ſhall not ake by d. _ a ' 
* ame, acither Thalbtheir reaſon be Au- | 
< ed : and with fruits of the ſorts which they 
« ſhall chuſe, and the'fleth of birds of che 
kind which they ſhall. deſire. - And: dere 
* ſhall accompany them fair damſels, having 
large black eyes, .ceſombling pears hidden 
e in their ſhells, as a reward for thapwrhicht = 
. they ſhall have wrought... T hey hall not: 
© hear therein aby vain diſcourſe, or a 

* charge of Go, but only the ſalutasien, 
y Peace Pease l And the companions a, 
J the right band, (bow.bappy Shall the uom- 


© panions of the ri 


_— 
= * * a 
. * K — 
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ight hand be !)- ſhall haue 


« their abode among lote treer, free from 


© e 
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wih their prodyce. from top to bottom 3 | 
1 © under an extended ſhade, near a flowir 
42 © water, and amidſt fruits W 
0 2 which ſhall not fail, nor ſhall be forbidden 
li L ' © tobe gathered: and they ſhall repoſe them - 
h © ſelves on lofty beds. Verily we have 
created the damſels of paradiſe by u pecu- 
< liar" creation; and we have made them 
< virgins beloved by their huſbands, of equal 
age with them; e r 
© panions of the right hand“... 
The heaven declared in our Scripture is 
_ infinitely more refined and pure from carnal 
' delights than this of the Koran; but for. 
that very reaſon, not ſo well calculated to 
attract mankind in general. We are there 
told that in heaven none is either married, 
or given in marriage f. It is not directed to 
our feelings, but to our underſtandings, pro- 
feſſedly abſtracted from all worldly objects; 
and even from . as imperfect be⸗ 


kenn, ch. 56. + Matt. i. 30. 
| 4 ing ; 


py — —  —_—_— — __— — 1— 
« 
* * A 


Nope. mm 


ings; corruption being then to put . 
corruption ꝰ. This it was chat gave n certain 
theatrical genius, admirably ſuited do a 
ceptance of Mohammed's promiſes, the op- 
portunity to paſs, his well known profane jeſt | 
on it. The great publiſher of our religion did 
not purpoſe to captivate the deſines of men in 
their corrupt unregenerate ſtate, and there- 
fore gives them to underſtand, that as ſuch 
they were not heirs of the promiſes; and 
that ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the . 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it +; for few men reaſon ſo well as to 
apprehend. the excellence and ES 10 
joys they do not ſeel. 11 
Mohammed on the other hand; cations 
the affections of his followers, by ſuiting 
his premiſes more to their feelings as men 3 
and though the ſanction of puniſhment is 
nearly alike in both, he has opened a broad 
way to theic expeQations, and many there be. 


+ Mart, vil. 14. 
who 
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Sy with thy Gd Of a truth — Ged is 1. 
 nefpetier of perſons; but in every nation, heahat 
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who tavel therein, But let 1 in charity 
hopethbac it ll not le ad to deſtruction, thoſe' 
b ee e ae eee 
w neben underſtand what they oe 
w ther fellow creatures, though they may 


Fa . be wag as 
— +. mud |believe abexe-jo' 
ſome grunh, and agaving in! paſſages which: 
extend the mercy. of God gs far as the fun 
32 "a, wy Hon bet 
* ts * 
Py ig and to love mercy, and b 


fearath dim, 4 worketh Wee 5 


i | Reflections on the obvious aiparity every 
where. obſervable, between precept-and Pre: 


„ 'Micahoii. 8. 1 Acts x. 34,35. 
r . tices 
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tice, are t00 trite to be iniſted on no 
— 


ought to be; travellers will ĩaſurm uy ghar 


they are: and if-we-canful Mr; Toumefort, 


a perſon of known talent and -uniaipeactied- 
veracity, who 'travellet "through" Freut part 
of the Levant on botariical ieſearchies;! ng 
command of Louis XIV; we hiall-be en- 
abled to conceive ſome idea of the preſent 
ſtate of the government, religion, a6d. rf 
vate manners of the Turks, (who, though ; 
not the only muſſulmen, are the moſt Aa- 
guiſhed part of them) fem «il \obſ{rye 
tions, on which we may ſafely rey. 25a Þ 

The ottoman government is ; very well 
characterized by M. Tournefort in the fol- | 
lowing paſſages ; ; by which i it will appear | how 
neceſſary it is in our preſent enquiry to 
diſtinguiſh, between the W N70 the 
people. [ 9 


Thoſe 


42 , . 
, \ 


* INTRODUCTION. 
"8 Thoſes Who de not reflec on the origi 
© nuef this empire, diſcern at ſirſt gi that 
< the Purkiſh government is extremely oft 
a vere; and almoſt tyranaicol z but if we cb 
= ſider that it began in war, and tit the Grit 
S Ottomans were, from father to ſon, the moſt 
formidable conquerora of their age, ſhall 
not he ſurpriſed, that they ſet no other limits 

een merely their. ill. 
Gould it be expeRted thit pritces, who 
ede their grentneſs ſolely to their brtüle, 
* ſhould diveft themſelyes of their tight.of 
J conqueſt, in favour of their ſlayes ? It is 
<,matyral for an empire which is founded in 


time of peace, and the people of which make 
« choice of a'chiet to, govern them, to be miſt 


7 gentle, a and the authority of it m ay» 1 
% manner,” be divided and ſhared; a | 


« « firſt Sultans owed their promotioh butely tu 
< © their own valour, atid being full of IH 
g < of war, affected to have 1 blind obeulente, 
© to puniſh with ſevetity, and to keep cheit 


5 ſubje&ts under an * to revolt; And in 
a word, 
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© z word, to be ſerued oniy by perſans who 
<-ſtood indebted to them for their fomune, 
< whom they could advance without jealouſy, 
and cruſh without injuſtice 955 
* Thus much may fliffice; as to tHEWARTths 
on which this empire Wits fifft föühdet, Ad 
fill ſubſiſts ; the eee, of E will nov be dre : 
Feult'to concei e. 
| lan xs ? 
0 Though the - To, ſays M. Tourne- 
« fort, imagine God gives prudence, and, the 
© other neceſſary talents, /to thoſe whom, the 
© Sultan raiſes to high employments ; ; experi · 
© ence often teſtihes the contrary, What 


c capacity can pages s have, who are trained up 
© among eunuchs, who treat them with the 


© baſtinadofor ſo long a time ? Would i it nog 
© be better to promote youth by degrees, i in 


* an empire where no regard is had to birth? | 


0 Beſide, theſe officers paſs at a ſtep, from. a 
«© ſtate of the utmoſt uneaſineſs and conſtraint, 
to ſuch an i extraordinary liberty, that i it is 


# 
_ Os. 


Y Tonrngturth Voyages, vol. ii. p..228. + 
* D 3 < impoſlible 
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+ impeſible they hond not let lobte the(? 
« paſſions; and yet they are entruſted with 
< the government of the moſt importarit pro- 
« vinces. As they have neither abilities nor 
« experience to perform the duties of theit 
Charge, they truſt to their deputies, ho are 
7 great robbers, of ſpies. of the 


« grand Viſier, to ſend him an account o 
© their conduct. Theſe new governors are 


© forced alſo to paſs through the band of 
« the Jews; for as they have nothing when 
« they come from the Seraglio, they have fe- 
© courſe to thoſe uſurere, who lead them to, 
« all anner of rapine and extortion.—Thiz 
© evil would not be ſo extreme, if they would 
© be content to receive it again by little and 
« little ; but as they are afraid every momen 
« the Baſſa ſhould be ſtrangled or removed, 
* they never let a debt grow old, and the 
people muſt be ſqueezed to repay them 

Under ſuch circumſtances it is evident 
chat nothing can be permanent at the Otta · 


®-Tournefort's Voyages, vol, il. p. 242. __ 
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man Porte, and that it is 4 wheel. inceſ- 


ſantly turning. Such is. the government | 


of aprince, whole 5 empire extends from the 
« Black Sea to the Red Sea; who has the bet- 
© ter part of Africa; is maſter of all Greece, 
© and even to the frontiers of Hungary and 


« Poland; and who, in ſhort, ean boaſt, that 


< his predeceſſors or iheit grand Viſiers, have 
© beſieged the capital of the weſtern empire, 


© and have left only the gulph of Venice be- 


* tween their domirlions and Italy f. 


From the ſight of the wolves, let us no 


eaſe our akeing eyes, by contemplating the 


more placid manners of the ſheep; or, to drop 


the figure; from characters, which would 
make us deteſt human nature, let us, as is 
our intereſt, turn to the fairer ſide, and 
endeavour to reconcile ourſelves with it 


again: nor to do this, need we ſeek. far- 


ther than amongſt the people of whom we 
are now treating. With regard to their 
religion, M. Tournefort * with what 


* Tourn, Voy. p. 205: =þ+ Wa. p. 230. 
D 3 we 
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we have already ſeen; and _ The 
r otily article of fait the Mahetmetatts ade, 
bh, that there is but one God; and alt ez 
* ;Noadtt hy the meſſenger of God. 'As'to the 
commandments, the Turks reduce chem to 
© five; I. To ptay five times in a day." II. To 
© faſt in Lent, lor their nionth of Ramadaii.] 
II. To give alms, and do works of cha- 

6 rity. IV. To go in p age to Mecha, 
v. To ſuffer no fikh upon their body. 
There are four other points added, dur noß 
© ns abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. 1. To 
© keep Friday a ſabbath. 2. To be citeum! 


© ciſed. 3 To drink no wine. 4+ Not to 

© eat ſwine's fleſh, nor things ſtrangled . 

« They believe alſo that their prayers Nil 

© not be heard, unleſs they firſt reſolve firm] 

© to forgive their enemies. It is for this rea- 

© ſon that they never let a Friday paſs without 
-* making a hearty reconciliation; and hence 
it is, that we never hear of any detraQion 
vor injury among the Turks +. 


 ® Tourn. Voy, p. 269. Id. p. 296. 
be OY Where 
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Men their theological afſymptions.are 
fo. few and ſimple, and where, in conſe+ 
quence, ſuch ſtreſs is laid on good works 3 


there, if any where, maß expe toſce 


the duties of humanity gultivated in an eſpe · 
cial manner; and if the diſſerence of neli- 
gious ſentiments will not permit us> tomtæ- 
ſpect them as brothers in Obriſt, we ſhall 
be obliged to allow them at leaſt the charac: 
ter of being good Samaritans®, bail; 
We are told, that © beſide private alms, 
G there is no nation which expends more upon 

« public foundations than the Turks, Even 
©they who bave but a moderate fortune leave 
* ſomething after their death, to maintain 2 
man to give water in the ſummer heats to 
drink to paſſengers, as they go along bythe 
place where they are huried. Nor, (conti- 
© nues. M. Tournefort) do I queſtion but they 
© would alſo have ordered veſſels of wine, 
if Mabomet had not farbidden the we of 


1 * . 
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ne © The ben viie-the priſons, to dit a 
*:charge' thoſe who are arreſted for debt: 
© they-ure very careful MPa oP 
© are beſnſully aſbdmed of ther poxetty, 
© How many families may one find, who 
have been ruined by fires, and are reſtored 
hy charities! ; They need ooly.. preſent 
$ themſelves at the doors of the: moſques :- 
they alſo go to their houſes to comſort tho- 
© afflicted. The diſeaſed, and they who hans 
© the peflilence, are ſuccoure I by their oeigh- - 
* bour's purſe, and the part . funds. For tl 
1 Tue as Leunglavius obſerves ſet. 
* hounds to.their charities. They, Jay out 
« money, for repairing the high-ways, and 
* making fouptains for the benefit of paſſen - 
« gers; and byild hoſpitals, inns, - baths, 
bridges, and moſqyes f. b 
As charity and Jove of our peighboury; 
+ are the moſt eſſential points of the Mahos , 
* metan religion, the bigh-ways are generally 
kept mighty well; and there are ſprings of 


2 Tourn. Voy, vol. * 304. 114. p. 305. 
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wanted for making the ablutions, The poor 
< 160k after the conduft'pipes, and thoſe of 

« tolerable fortune repair the cauſewiys, The 
© neighbourhood joins together to build 
6 bridges over the deep roads, and contribute 
5 to the benefit of the public according to their 
power. The workmen take no hite, but 
find labourers and maſons gratis for the ſe- 
veral forts of work,” You may ſee pitchets 
$ of water flanding at the doors of the houſes 
© in the towns, for the uſe of paſſengers ;' arid 
© ſome honeſt muſſulmen lodge themſelves un- 
« der a ſort of ſheds, which they ere in the 
road, and do nothing - elſe during the great 
* heats, but getthoſe who are-weary to come 
Sin, and reſt themſelves, and take a refreſh- 
ment. —The beggars themſelves, though 
there are very few to be ſeen, think they are 
b obliged to give their ſuperfluities to other 
© poor folks; and carry their charity, or ra- 
* ther vanity, to ſuch. in Extreme, that they 

| « give 
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Seti. lden a. 
dente who male erna by beebiuf 37 
\<. bread, and to eat it, to ſhe, how. bighly 
w_ eſteem thejr virtue Mutat 9 ogy p 
1," .& The charity of the Mahometans ig 
Andichis alſo to animals and — 
++ the-dead, They believe it is pleaſing to 
God, ſince men who will uſe their teaſon 

want for nothing; whereas the/apimals, 
4 not having reaſon; their jnftin& often ex- 

-<© poſes them to ſeek their food with the 
of their lives. Ia conſiderable towns 
ſell victuals at the corners of the ſtreets 
give to the dogs; and ſome Turks, out af 
'* charity, have them oured of wounds, aud 
v eſpecially of the mange, with which theſe 
© creatures: are miſerably afflicted toward the 
'< end of their life; and we may ſee perfots 
of good ſenſe, out of mere devotion; carry 
"+ ſtraw to lay under the bitches which ate 
going to whelp'; and they build them ſpall 
{* huts OHNO them and their puppies. We 
- N. would 


2 
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would hardly believe there ate: 
« ſettled in form by will for maintaining a 
certain number of dogs and cat ſo many 
« days in the week z yet this jd commonly 
„done; and there are people poid at Con 
* cantinople to ſee the.ddnar's intention ex- 
* cuted, in feeding them .in the ſtreets. The 
« butchers and bakers oſten ſet aſide a finalt 


portion to beſtow upon theſe animals: yet 


* with all their charity, the Turks hate dogs, 
« and never ſuffer them in their houſes; and 
© ina time of peſtilence, they kill as many 
* as they find, thinking theſe unclean crea- 
* tures inſect the air, On the contrary, they 


© love cats very well, whether it be for their 


* natural cleanlineſs, or becauſe they ſy mpa · 
* thiſe with themſelves in gravity ; whereas 
dogs are wanton, ſporting, and noiſy. - 


As to plants, the moſt devout among 


© the Turks water them out of charity, and 


* cultivate the earth where they grow, that 
© they may thrive the better. The good 
muſſulmen believe they do in it a thing 

6 agreeable 
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« agreeable.to. God, who- is the creator and | 
* preſerver of all things.. 1 
Even though we ſhould make a' bal 
matter of allowance for that exaggeration, 
which a gentleman might be betrayed into, 
who was ſurprized with ſo much benevo- 
lence and humanity, where perhips he little 
expected to find them; enough will fill 
remain 3 and the concurrent teſtimony ot 
others, will all together ſufficiently eſtabliſii 
the fa, of the Turks being a'moſt hus 
mane benevolent people. But to return. 
The Koran, beſide being compoſed | 
- different times, dictated by, and ſuited to, 
different temporary occaſions, exhibits much 
of that uneonnected deſultory manner, ſo 
obſervable in eaſtern compoſitions: ſo chat 
ſar from having any diſcoverable relation 


among the diviſions of it, ot any ſeeming 
digeſt of the whole, it was often very difh- 
cult to ſelect paſſages which admitted of oy 


—  Tournefort $ Voyages, p- 308, 
ing 
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ing claſſed under any diſtinct head. Such 


28 conſiſted of general precepts too tile 


cellaneous to belong with propriety to any 
one ſubject, are placed together at the end, 
in their order of occurrence, under the title 
General Precepts; under which head. the 
reader will find a number of promiſcuous pre- 
cepts and obſeryations relating to moſt of the 


ſubjects ſpecified under the foregoing divi- 


ſions. Some paſſages will appear dark and un- 
accountable to Europeans, from the want of 
a ſufficient acquaintance: with the eaftern 
uſages ; and the colleQion might haye been 
greatly ſwelled by the admiſſion of the notet 
of Arabian commentators, as given by Mr. 
Sale; but the ſenſe of the text is as capable 
of being aſcertained without their aſſiſtance z 
there not appearing more agreement among 
them, than we experience among thoſe who 
comment on a far ſuperior compoſition. It 
may be needleſs to add, that Mr. Sale's 
Verſion, the octavo edition of 1764, was 

| 5 0 uſed 
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ſed on this occaſion, as we poſſeſs . ng 
ather Engliſh tranſlation of any eſtimation . 
As for the looſe remarks added by the 
e under. ſome particular paſſages, the 
writer preſumes to ſay no more in their be- 
half, than that he gratified the preſent hu- 
mour, in indulging thoſe refledlions and 
compariſons, which occurred on ' peruſing 
the paſlages to which they relate; and hopes 
they may be pardoned, as they ate detached 
and few. If they are rejected as ittipetths 
nent or abſurd, the writer muſt conte 
himſelf with this eonſolation, that they 
not the only notes or commentaries, which 
readers would have been willing to 'part. 
with, to have had the text alone. #4: 9 
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ALMS. 


BSERVE the ſtated times of pray- 


er, and pay your legal alms, * and 
bow down yourſelves with thoſe who bow 


down, 
* What is to be underſtood by theſe 
ams which are thus referred to, is explained y 
the following e in Sale's Preliminary Dii- 
courſe, * A according to the ptions 
* of the Mohammedan law, are to be given of 
© five things ; 1. Of cattle, that is to ſay, of ca- 
* mels, kine, and ſheep, 2, Of money, 3. Of 
* corn. 4. Of fruits, viz, dates and raiſins; and 
* 5, of wares fold. Of each of theſe a certain 
* portion is to be given _ alms, being uſually 


ww 


ak nl 


* * 
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tice, and forget your own ſouls?- Vet he 
read the book of the law; do ye not there- 
fore underſtand ? Chap. ii. Vol. i. p., 9 

: \ * 214 Be 


one part in forty, or two and a half per cent, 
* of the yalye. But no alms are due for them, 
© unleſs they amoynt to a certain qyantity or 
number; nor until a man has been in poſſeſ- 
n of them eleven months, he not being ob- 
: iged to give alms thereout before the twelfth 
/ * month — gun : iy hed 2 yy cattle 
employed in tilling the ground, or in carryi 
* burdens, In ſome caſes, a much larger pape 
« than the before mentioned, is reckoned dye 
« alms : thus, of what is gotten out of mines, Ur 
< the ſea, or by any art ar prafefiion, over and 
© aboye what is ſufficient for the reaſonable ſup» 
port of a man's family, and eſpecially where 
there is a mixture, or ſuſpicion, of unjuſt gain, 
a fifth part ought 10 be given in alm. 
over at the end of the faſt of Ramadan, er 
«* maſlem is obliged to give in alma far himſe 
* and for every one of his family, if he bas 
© a meaſure of wheat, barley, dates, rice, ot, ath 
« proviſions commonly eaten.” I 
The mg es were at firſt collected by Mo- 
* hammed himſelf, who employed them as he 
thought fit, in the relief of his poor relations . 2 
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Be conſtant in prayer and give alms; and 
what good ye have ſent before for your fouls, 
ye ſhall find it with God; furely God feeth 
that which ye do. Chap. ii; Vol. i. p. 22. 
They will aſk thee what they ſhall be- 
ſtow in alms; anſwer, the good which ye 
beſtow, let it be given to parents and kindred, 
and orphans, and the poor, and the ſtranger. 
Chap, ii. Vol. i. p. 38» | 

O true believers, give alms of that which 


ye have beſtowed on you, before the day 


cometh wherein there ſhall be no merchan- 


' dizing, nor friendſhip, nor interceſſion. Chap. 


li, Vol. i. p. 47» | | | 


and followers ; but chiefly 2 them to the 
maintenance of thoſe who ſerved in his wars, 
and fought, as he termed it, in the way of God. 
© His ſucceſſors continued to do the ſame, until 
in proceſs of time, other taxes and tributes be- 
ing impoſed for the ſupport of the government, 
they ſeem to have been weary of aQting as al- 
* maners to their ſubjects, and to have left the 
paying them to their conſciences. LY 

| ,  » Preliay, Diſc. 5 iv. p. 147. 
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O true believers, make not your alms of 
none effect by reproaching, or miſchief, / as 
he who layeth out what he hath to appear 
unto men to give alms, and believeth nat in 
God and the laſt day. Thelikeneſs of ſuch 
a one is as a flint covered with earth, on 
which a violent rain falleth, and leaveth it 
hard, They cannot proſper in any thing 
which they have gained, for God directeth 
not the unbelieving people. Chap. ii. Vol, i. 


p. 50. $: | 

O true. believers, beſtow alms of the good 
things which ye have gained, and of that 
which we have produced for you out of the 
earth, and chuſe not the bad thereof to give 
it in alms, ſuch as ye would not accept 
yourſelves, otherwiſe than by connivance ; 
and know that God is rich and worthy to 
be praiſed, And whatever alms ye ſhall _ 
give, or whatever vow ye ſhall vow, verily, 
God knoweth it; but the ungodly ſhall 
have none to help them. If ye make 


your alms to appear, it is well; but if ye 
con- 
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conceal them, and give them unto the poor, 
this will be better for you, and will atone 
for your ſins : and God is well informed of 
that which ye do. The direQion' of them 
belongeth not unto thee z but God direQeth 
whom he pleaſeth. The good that ye ſhall 
give in alms, ſhall redound unto yourſelves ; 
and ye ſhall not give unleſs out of deſire of 
ſeeing the face of God. And what good 
thing ye ſhall give in alms, it ſhall be re» 
paid you, and ye ſhall not be treated un- 
juſtly ; unto the poor who are wholly em- 
ployed in fighting for the religion of God, 
and cannot go to and fro in the earth; 
whom the ignorant man thinketh rich be- 


cauſe of their modeſty : thou ſhalt know 
them by this mark, they aſk not men with 
importunity ; and what good ye ſhall give 
in alme, verily God knoweth it. They who 
diſtribute alms of their ſubſtance night and 
day, in private and in public, ſhall have their 
reward with their Lord ; on them ſhall no 


E 3 fear 
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fear come, neither ſhall they be 1 
Chap. ii. Vol. i. p. 51. 4 N 
Alms are to be diſtributed only unto the 
poor, and the needy, and thoſe who are em- 
ployed in eollecting and diſtributing the ſame, 
and unto thoſe whoſe hearts are reconciled; 

and for the redemption of captives, and unto 
thoſe who are in debt, and inſolvent, and 
for the advantage of God's religion, and 
unto the traveller. This is an ordingnee 
from God: and God is knowing and wiſe, 
Chap. ix. Vol. i. p. 251. | q 41 


1 
Wl 
ſt 
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Your wealth and your children are only 
a temptation : but with God is a great te- 
ward, Wherefore fear God, as much as 
ye are able; and hear and obey : and give 
alms for the good of your ſouls ; for whoſo 
is preſerved from the covetouſneſs of his 
own' ſoul, they ſhall proſper, If ye lend 
unto Gad an acceptable loan, he will double 
the ſame unto. you, and will forgive you: 
for God is grateful and long ſuffering, know- 
ing both what is Ds and what is di- 
_ vulged ; 
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35 
rulged ; the mighty; the-wiſes Gays hin 
Val; ii. P. 44. Ane. ied 


AVARICE, &. . 
Wo unt every ſlanderer, and backbiter : 
who heapeth up riches, and prepareth the 
ſame for the time to come ! He thinketh 
that his riches will render him immortal. By 
no means; Chap. civ. Vol. ii. p. 509. 


BENETFICENCE. 


Serve God, and aſſociate no creatute with 
him; and ſhew kindneſs-unto- parents; and 
relations, and orphans, and the poor, and 
your neighbour who is of kin to you, and alſo 
your neighbour who is a ſtranger, and to 
your familiar companion, and the traveller, 
and the captives whom- your right hands 
ſhall poſſeſs; for God loveth not the proud 
or vain glorious,, who are covetons; and re 
commend covetouſneſs unto men, and con- 
ceal that which God of his bounty hath 
given them; (we have prepared a ſhameful 

E 4 puniſh- 
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nb mon for the unkelievers;): ande 
beſtow their wealth in charity to be obſerved 
of men, and believe not in God, nor in the 
laſt day; and whoever hath Satan for a 
companion, an evil r 
ky iv. Vol. i. p. 101. 1 


* bf CALUMNY. NETS” 
God loveth not the ſpeaking ill of any one 
in public, unleſs he who is injured call for 
aſſiſtance; and God heareth and knoweth : | 
whether ye publiſh a good action, or con- | 
ceal it, or forgive evil, verily God is gra- J '4 
cious and powerful, Chap. iv. Vol. i. p. 
122. . 


Theſe (i. e. the juſt) fulfil their vo, 
and dread the day, the evil whereof will- _ 
diſpenſe itſelf far abroad; and give food unto 
the poor, and the orphan, and the bondman- 
ſor his ſake, ſaying, we feed you for God“ 


ſake only: we deſire no recompenſe from you 
nor 


or TAE EAST? By 


nor any thanks: verily. we dread. from o, 
Lord, a diſmal and calamitous day. Where- 
fore the Lord ſhall deliver them ſrom the 
evil of that day, and ſhall caſt on them bright- 
neſs of countenance and m 
Vol. ii. p. 474. 

It is to free the captive; Gr 66 food in 
the day of famine, the orphan who is of 
kin, or the poor man who lieth on the 
ground, Whoſo doth this, and is one of 
thoſe who believe, and recommend perſe- 
verance unto each other, and recommend 
mercy unto each other ; theſe ſhall be the 
companions of the right hand. But they who 
ſhall diſbelieve our ſigns, ſhall be the com- 
panions of the left hand: above them ſhall 
be arched fire, Chap. xc. Vol. ii. p. 498. 

Verily the life to come ſhall be better for 
thee. than this preſent life: and thy Lord 
ſhall give thee a reward wherewith thou 
ſhalt be well pleaſed. Did he not find thee 
an orphan, and hath he not taken care of 

| thee ? 


H 


[ 
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ther ? And did be not find thee wandering 
im cor, and hath be not guided thee: unt 
the trath? ' And did he not find thee needy 
and huth he not enriched thee'? Wherefore 
oppreſs not the: orſhan; neither repulſe ths 
beggar : but declare the goodnefi of thy 
Lord. Chap. xciii;. Vol. ii. p. 500- | 


TOE TRIO 
When ye are ſaluted with a ſalutation, 
ſalute the perſon with a better ſalutation, 1 
p 


at leaſt return the ſame; for God taketh 
account of all things, Chap. iv. Vol. i i. 
tun. gi | 


O true believers, enter not any touſebbe 
ſide. your own houſes, until ye have aſked 
leave, and have ſaluted the family thereof ? : 
this is better for you ; peradventure ye will 
be admoniſhed-. And if ye ſnall find ne 
perſdn in the houſes, yet do not enter them 
until leave be granted you: and if it be fad 


unto you, return back; do you return back. 
TION de more decent for you ; and God 
; knoweth 


or THE EA 
knoweth that which/ye do. It ſhall be uo 
crime in you, that ye enter uninhabited houſes, 
wherein ye may meet with a convenience; 
God lenoweth that which ye diſcover, and 

that which ye conceal. Chap. xxiv. Vol. U. 
p. 191. | | | | 

CONVERSATION. 

Doſt thou not perceive that God knoweth 
whatever is in heaven and in earth? There 
is no private diſcourſe among three perſons; 
but he is the fourth of them; nor among 
five, but he is the fixth- of them; neither 
among a ſmaller number thaw this, nor a 
larger, but he is with them, whereſoever 
they be: and he will declare unto them that 
which they have done, on the day of refur- 
rection; for God knoweth all things. 

O true believers, when ye diſcourſe pri- 
vily together, diſcourſe not of wickedneſs, 
and enmity, and diſobedience” toward the 
apoſtle; but diſcourſe of juſhce and piety”: 
and fear God before whom ye ſhalt be af- 
ſembled. 


5 
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ſembled. Verily the clandeſtine diſcourſe 

2 of the infidels proceedeth from Satan, that 

he may grieve the true believers : but thete 

| hall be none to hurt them in the leaſt, un- 
leſs by the permiſſion of God; wherefore 
in God let the faithful truſt. Chap. lviii. 
Vol. ii. p. 424. 1 


CO VYETrOUSN Ess and OPPRESSION. 
Moreover man, when his Lord trieth him 
by proſperity, and honoureth him, and is . 
bounteous unto. him, ſaith, my Lord 
noureth me: but when he proveth him 
afflictions, and withholdeth his proviſions 
from him; he faith, my Lord deſpiſeth me, 
By no means: but ye honour not the orphan, 
neither do ye excite one another to feed the 
poor: and ye devour the inheritance of the 
weak, with undiſtinguiſhing greedineſs ; and 
ye love riches, with much affection. By 5 
no means ſhould ye do thus. When the 
earth ſhall be minutely ground to duſt ; and 
thy Lord ſhall come, and the angels rank 


by 


"OF "THE FAST. 
by rank; and hell on that day ſhall be 
brought nigh : on that day ſhall man call 
to remembrance his evil deeds ; but how 
ſhall remembrance avail him ? He ſhall ſay, 
would to God that I had heretofore done 
good works in my life time | On that day 
none ſhall puniſh with his puniſhment; nor 
ſhall any bind with bis bonds. O thou ſoul 
which art at reſt, return unto thy Lord, 
_ well pleaſed with thy reward, and well pleaſ- 


ing unto God: enter among my ſervants ; 
and enter my paradiſe. Chap. Ixxxix. Vol. 


li. p. 496. 


DEBTS. - 


Deal not unjuſtly with others, and ye mal 
not be dealt with unjuſtly. If there be any 
debtor under a difficulty of paying his debt, 
let his creditor wait till it be eaſy for him 
to do it; but if ye remit it as alms, it will 
be better for you, if ye knew it. And fear | 
the day wherein ye ſhall return unto God, 
then ſhall every ſoul be paid what it hath 

e 
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tr. O true believers, when ye bind - 
ſelves one to che other in a debt for à cer. 
tin time, write it down ; bnd let a writer 
ee between you actording to juſtice, und 


let not the writer refufe writing according 
to: what God hath taught him; but let him 


write, and let him who oweth the debt die- 
tate, and let bim fear God bis Lord, and 
not diminiſh aught thereof. But if be who 
bweth the debt be fooliſh or weak, or be | 
able to dictate himſelf, let his agent die. 
| tate according to equity ; and call to wi 

two witneſſes of your neighbouring men; but 
if there be not two men, let there be a man 
and two women of thoſe whom ye ſhall chuſe 
for witneſſes : if one of thoſe women ſhould 
miſtake, the other of them will cauſe her 
to rerollect. And the witneſſes ſhall not te 
| fuſe whenſoever they ſhall be called. And 
diſdain not to write it down, be it a large 
. 3 until its time of 
payment: 


? or Trug AG L 


payment: this val be mers juſt in che gbt 
of God, and more right for beartag wWit- 
neſs, and more eaſy, that ye may not doubt. 
But if it be a preſent bargain which yetranſ- 
act between. youdclves, it ſhuli be no crime 
in you, if ye avvite it not down. - And take 
witneſſes: when ye ſell one <0 the other, and 
let no hanm be done to the writer, nor to 
the witnels ; which if ye do, it will ſureſy 
be injuſtiae in you: and fear God, and God 
will inſtrutt you, for God Tnowerth all 
things. And if ye be on a journey, and find 
no writer, let pledges be taken : but if ene 
of. you truſt the other, let him who is truſt- 
ed return what he is truſted wich, and fear 
mony, for he who concealeth it, bath ſurely 
a wicked heart, God knoweth that which 
ye do. Whatever is in heaven and on earth is 
God's: and.whether ye manifeſt that which 
is in your minds, or conceal it, God will 
call you to account for it, and will forgive 
7 whom he 
| pleaſeth ; 


4 
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pleaſeth ; for God is . Chap. 
Vol. i. p. 52. t 26 Ne . att 0 
OP 'DISSEN TIONS. .. 1 _ 

2 parties of the believers contend 
ee e eh Gs 
poſe the matter between them; and if the 
one of them offer an inſult unto the other, 
fight againſt that party which offered the in+ 
ſult, until they return to the judgment of 
God; and if they do returh, make 
between them with equity : and 28 
juſtice ; for: God loveth thoſe who a& j 
Verily the true believersare brethren: . 
fore reconcile your brethren ; and fear God, 
Ri ON iN CI 
* — 
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Fn DIVorcEs. _.. - 

The women who are divorced ſhall wait 

concerning themſelves ' until they have 
their courſes thrice, and it ſhall not be law- 
ful for them to conceal that which God 
ns, bath 


' OF/THE EAST,” 
hath created in-their- wombe, if they be- 


huſbands will act more juſtly to bring them 
back at this time, if they deſire a reconciliz- - 
tion. The women ought alſo to behave 
toward their huſbands in like manner as their 
huſbands ſhould behave toward them, ac- 
cording to what is juſt: but the men ought 
to have a ſuperiority over them. God is 
mighty and wiſe. Ye may divorce your 
wives twice; and then either retain them 
with humanity, or diſmiſs them with kind- 
neſs. But it is not lawful for you to take 
away any thing of what ye have given them, 
unleſs both fear that they cannotobſerve the 
ordinances of God, And-if ye fear that they 
cannot -obſerve the ordinances of God, it 
ſhall be no crime in either of them on ac- 
count of that for which the wife ſhall re- 
deem herſelf. Theſe are the ordinances of 


God; therefore tranſgreſs them not; ſor 
whoever tranſgreſſeth the ordinances of God, 
they are * doers. But if the huſband 
F 


divorce 


lieve in God and the laſt day; and theis 
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-divorce-her a third time, the ſhall not- 

Jawful for him again, until ſhe marry und- 
ther buſband. But if he alſo divorce her, 
it ſhall be no crime in them, if they return 
to each other, if they think they can obſerve 
the ordinances of God; and theſe art the 
ordinances of God, he declareth them to 
people of underſtanding. But when ye di- 
vorce- women, and they have fulfilled their 
preſcribed time, either retain them with hu- 
manity, or diſmiſs them with kindneſs-z and 
retain them not by violence, ſo that fe 
rranſgreſs; for he that doth this, ſurely in- 
jureth his own ſoul. And make not the 
ſigns of God a jeſt : but remember God's 

favour toward you, and that he hath fant 
down unto you the book of the Koran,"and 
wi{dom, admoniſhing you thereby; and fear 
God, and know that God is omniſcient. 
But when ye have divorced your wives, and 
they have fulfilled their preſeribed time, 
hinder them not from marrying their huſ- 


bands, when they have agreed a nong them- 
aka” ſelyes 
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felves according to what is honourable. ' This 
is given in admonition unto him among you 
who belieyerh in God, and the laſt day, 
This is "moſt righteous for you, and moſt 
pure. God knoweth, but ye know not. 
Mothers after they are divorced ſhall give 
ſuck unto their children two full years, to 
him who deſireth the time of giving ſuck 
to be compleated ; and the father Xn be 
obliged to maintain them and cloath them 
in the mean time, according to that which 
ſhall be reaſonable. No perſon Hall be ob- 
liged beyond his ability. A mother ſhall 
not be compelled to what is unreaſonable 
on account of her child, nor a father on ac- 
count of his child. And the heir of the father 
mall be obliged to do in like manner. But 
If they chuſe to wean the child before the 
end of two years, by common conſent, and 
on mutual conſideration, it ſhall be no crime 
in them.” And if ye have a mind to pro- 
vide à nurſe for your children, it ſhall be no 
crime in you, in eaſe ye fully pay what ye 
F 2 offer 


n. 


offer her, according i» thee. whichs i 
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And fear God, and know that God ſegth 
whatſoever ye do. Such of you as die and 
leave, wives, their wives muſt wait concern- 
ing themſelves four months and ten days, 
and when they ſhall have fulfilled their term, 
it ſhall be no crime in you for that which 
they ſhall do with themſelves, according to 
what is reafonable. God well knoweth that 
which ye do: and it ſhall be no crime. in 
you, whether ye make public overtures of 
marriage unto ſuch women, within the ſaid 
four months and ten days, or whether 30 
conceal ſuch your defigns in your minds, 
God knoweth that ye will remember them, 
But make no promiſe unto them privately, 
unleſs ye ſpeak honourable words, and re- 
ſolve not on the knot of marriage, until the 
preſcribed time be accompliſhed ; and know 


that God knoweth that which is in yout 


minds, therefore beware of him, and know 
that God is gracious and merciful, It ſhall 


be no crime in you, if ye divorce your 
; wives, 


0 — 4 
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Give; ſo long as ye have not touched tem, 
nor ſettled any dowry on them. And provide 
for them (he who is at his eaſe muſt provide 

according to his circumſtances, and he who 
is ſtraitned according to his circumſtances) 
neceſſaries according to what ſhall be rea- 
ſonable. This is a duty incumbent on the 
righteous. But if ye divorce them before 
ye have touched them, and have already ſet- 
tled a dowry on them, ye ſhall give them 

half of what ye have ſettled, unleſs they 
releaſe any part, or he releaſe part in whoſe 
hand the knot of marriage is; and if ye 
releaſe the whole, it will approach nearer 
' untopiety.—And ſuch of you as ſhall die and 
leave wives, ought to bequeath their wives 
a year's maintenance, without putting them 
out of their houſes : but if they go out vo- 
luntarily, it ſhall be no crime in you, for 
that which they ſhall do with themſelves, 
according to what ſhall be reaſonable ; God 
is mighty and wiſe, And unto thoſe who 
are divorced, a reaſonable proviſion is alſo 
7 F 3 due 3 
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ſent, and diſmiſs them freely with an honour- 
able diſmiſſion Chap. xxxiii, Vol. ii. p. 280. 


ing that they will for the future regard them 
as their mothers, and afterward would e- 


tbem away at their appointed term; and 
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due 3 'this is a duty incumbent on hes 


who fear God. Chap. ii. Vol. i. p. 41 


O true believers,” when ye marty women 
who are believers, and afterward put, them 


aways before ye have touched them, there jp 
no term preſcribed you to fulfil toward them 


after their divorce : but make them, a pre» 


Thoſe who divorce their wives, by declar- 


pair what they have ſaid, ſhall be obliged to 


free a captive before they touch one another · 
This is what ye are warned to perform: 
and God is well apprized of that which-ye 
do. And whoſo findeth not a captive to 


redeem, ſhall obſerve a. faſt of two cenſecu- 
tive months, before they. touch one another. 
And whoſo ſhall not be able to faſt that 


time, ſhall feed threeſcore poor men, Chap, 
viii. Val. ii. p. 423. 


O Prophet, when ye divorce women, put 


com; 
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compute the term exactly: and fear: God 
your Lord. Oblige them not to go aut of 
their apartments, neither let them go out, 

until the term be expired, - unleſs they ba 

guilty of manifeſt une Theſe are 
the ſtatutes of God: and whoever tranſgreſ- 
ſeth the ſtatutes. of God, aſſuredly injureth 
his own ſoul. Thou knoweſt not whether 
God will bring ſomething new to pals, 
which may reconcile them after this. And 
when they ſhall have fulfilled their term, 
either retain them with kindneſs, or part 
from them honourably : and take witneſſes 
from among you, men of integrity, and 
give your teſtimony as in the preſence of 
God. This admonition is given unto him 
who believeth in God and the laſt day : and 


| whoſo feareth God, unto him will be grant 


a happy iflue out of all his afiftions ; and 
he will beſtow on him an ample proviſion 
from whence he expecteth it not: and whoſo 
truſteth in God he will be his ſufficient ſup- 
port; for God will ſacely attain his purpoſe. 
* F 4 Now. 
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Now hath God appointed unto every thing 
a determined period. As to ſuch of your 
wives as ſhall deſpair having their coutſes; 
by reaſon of their age; if ye be in doubt 
thereof, let their term be three months: and 
let the ſame be the term of thoſe who have 
not yet had their courſes. - But as to thöſe 
who are pregnant, their term ſhall be until 
they be delivered of their burden. And 
whoſo feareth God, unto him will he make 
his command eaſy. This is the command 
of God which he hath ſent down unto you! 
And whoſo feareth God, he will expiate 
his evil deeds from him, and will increaſe his 
reward. Suffer the women whom ye di- 
vorce to dwell in ſome part of the houſes 
wherein ye dwell, according to the room 
and conveniences of the  habitations Which 
ye poſſeſs: and make them not uneaſy, that - 
ye may reduce them to ſtraits, And 11 
they be with' child, expend on them what 
ſhall be needful, until they be delivered of 


their ve. And if they ſuckle their chil · 
dren 
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ſult among yourſelves, according to what 
ſhall be juſt and reaſonable. And if ye be 
put to a difficulty herein, and another w- 
who hath plenty expend proportionably, in 


the maintenance of the mother and the nurſe —- 


out of his plenty: and let him whoſe income 
is ſcanty, expend in proportion. out of that 
which God hath given bim. God obligeth 
no man to more than he hath given bim abi- 
lity to perform: God will cauſe eaſe to ſuc- 

ceed hardſhips. Chap. lxv. Vol. ii. p. 443. 


RE MARES. 


It would be impertinent to enlarge on the a- 
tural intentions of matrimony ; of which, every 
man's reaſon, and much more his feelings, give 
him ſufficient information: as it is capable of 
communicating the higheſt earthly felicicy, fo 
can it be perverted to the greateſt extremity of 
miſery, When the ends of entering into an in- 
diſſoluble engagement, on which the domeſtic 
comfort of all the future parts of our lives, ſo 
intimately depends, are fruſtrated ! no ſituation 

can 
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can be conctived* more intolerable; 10d 
painful even to think that ſufferers in theſe, eit · 
cumſtances ſhould have all their fond expetta- 
tions, all. their ſocial enjoyments, all their peace 
of mind, ruined beyond redemption ! and that 
the laws which ought to protet᷑t the injured; ſhould 
in theſe circumſtances betray them; atid often 
frengthen: the hands of oppreflion ! Divarcet. 
by the Chriſtian law are diſcouraged, except in 
caſes of adultery ;*. but numberleſs cauſes of un- 
happineſs occur, which render the matrimonial 
ſtate unſupportable, that do not offer ſuch 8 
-plea to juftify ſeparation: and when this unions: 
from whatever cauſes, becomes grievou:, far 
life is a dreadful term the apoltiles replied "Wy, 
naturally—if the caſe of the man be Jo with 
air, it is not good to marry, + —By the Moham- 
medan law divorces are allowed to take place 
between the ſame perſons repeatedly: here thete- 
fore the facility of ſeparating and coming to- 
gether again, not only grants the remedy wiſh» 
ed for, but grants it to an extream ; and appears 
to afford too great a latitude to caprice. Per- 
haps the golden mean may lie between them. 
For, let whatſoever render it diſagreeable for 


— — 


Matth. v. 32, xix. 9. Mark x. 11, 12. Luke 
xvi, 18, 1 Cor, vii. 10, 11. + Matt. xi. 10, 
| man 
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man und wife to live wich eath other, the lf 
ferer ought to be allowed recourſe to an eaſy 


remedy :—bat if, after ſeparation, they were 


prohibited the privilege of coming together again 


on any conſideration ;* this would cauſe the ma- 


tives of parting, to be as carefully weighed, as 
thoſe of the firſt connexion. For if a couple 
found on enquiry, that notwithitanding their 
diſcontents, they had a foundation of ſecret ten. 
derne(s for each other, which the thoughts of 
parting diſcovered, and which ſtarted at the un- 
doing of what could not be renewed ; the union 
which ought to ſubſiſt, would on ſuch a reſult 
of ſelf-examination, receive a freſh cement: 
while thoſe who ought to part, would be grati- 
fied with the opportunity, Many gentle hoaett 
hearts would thus be preſerved from breaking, 
many uſeful lives be prolonged, many a pains- 
taking perſon reſcued from beggary, and many 
fortunes ſnatched from ruin. Thoſe who failed 
in one adventure, might have the opportunity 
of trying another with more ſucceſs; while 
thoſe, of which there are many, with whom 
nobody ought to live, would be denied the dia · 


I" * — _W— F th eas. WEIR * * 


® Moſes prohibited a reunion, if an interven- 
ing marriage had taken place. Deut. xiv. 1, &c, 
; bolical 
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bolical pleaſure of tormenting others to death, 
or of involving them in the Wer of tu 


ninous conduct. * * 


This would indeed be a law of bunt 
liberty 


ENVY. 
Covet not that which God hath beſtowed 


on ſome of you preferable to others, Unto 


the men ſhall be given a portion of what 
they ſhall have gained ; and unto the wo- 


men ſhall be given a portion of what they 


ſhall have gained : therefore aſk God of his 
bounty for God is omniſcient, Chap. i 8 
Vol. i. p. 100. 


FORGIVENESS, 


A fair ſpeech and to forgive, is better 
man alms followed by michief, God is 


rich and merciful, Chap. ii. Vol. i. p. 30. 


* 
HYPOCRISY, &. 
Moreover the hypocrites ſhall be in the 


repent 


— 


loweſt bottom of hell fire, and thou ſhalt not 
find any to help them thence, But they who 
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repent and amend, and adhere femly unto 
God, and approve the ſincerity of their re: 
ligion to God, they ſhall be numbered with 
the faithful; and God will ſurely give the 
faithful a great reward. Chap. iv. Vol. is 
p. aa. +. 


What thinkeſt thou of him who denieth 
the future judgment as a falſchood ? It is he 
who puſheth way the orphan ; and ſtirreth 
not up others to feed the poor. Wo be 
unto thoſe who pray, and who are negligent 
at their prayer ʒ who play the hypocrites, and 
deny neceſſaries to the needy. , Chap, evil, 
Vol. il. p. 513. 


INFIDELS. | 


O true believers! take not your fathers 
or your brethren for friends, if they love 
infidelity above faith; and whoſoever among 
you ſhall take them for his friends, they will 
be unjuſt doers. Say if your fathers, and your 
ſons, and your brethren, and your wives, and 
your relations, and your ſubſtance which ye 
have 


advancement of his religion; wait, until 


defence of God's true religion, God will 


guide them, and will diſpoſe their heart 
 aright; and he will lead them into paradiſe, 


17 
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have acquired, and your merchandize, which 
ye apprehend may not be ſold off, and'your 


dwellings wherein ye delight, be more dear 
unto you than God and his apoſtle, and the 


God ſhall ſend his commands: for God di- 
reeth not the ungodly people. Chap. ix. 
vol. i. p. 242. 

When ye encounter the unbelievers, ſtrike 
off their heads until ye have made a great 
laughter among them; and bind them in 
bonds; and either give them a free diſmiſ- 
Hon afterward, or exact a ranſom, until the 


war ſhall have laid down its arms, This 


ſhall ye do, verily if God pleaſed, he could 
take vengeance on them without your affiſt* 
ance: but he commandeth you to fight his 
battles, that he may prove the one of you by 
the other. And as to thoſe who fight in 


not ſuffer their works to periſh : he will 


of 
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of which he bath told them. O true be- 
lievers, if ye affiſt od, by fighting for his 
religion, he will aſſiſt you againſt your eno- 
mies 3 and will ſet your feet faſt: but as for 
the infidels, let them periſh ; and their 
works ſhall God render vain. Chap. xlvii. 
vol. ii. p. 376. See RETALIATION: + 


INHERITANCE and LEGACIES. 


Men ought to have a part of what their 
parents and kindred leave behind them when 
they die: and women ought alſo to haye a 
part of what their parents and kindred leave, 
whether it be little, or whether it be much; 
a determinate part is due to them. And 
when they who are of kin are preſent at the 
dividing of what is left, and alſo the or- 
phans, and the poor, diſtribute unto them 
ſome part thereof; and if the eſtate be too 
ſmall, at leaft ſpeak comfortably unto them. 
And let thoſe fear to abuſe orphans, who, 
if they leave behind them a weak offspring, 
are ſolicitous for them : let them therefore 

| 7 fear 
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nient. Surely they who devour the poſſeſ- 
ions of orphans unjuſtly, ſhall ſwallo down 


broil in-raging flames. God hath thus com · 
manded you concerning your children. A 
male ſhall have az much as the ſhare of two 
females: but if they be females only, and 
above two in number, they ſhall have two 
third parts of what the deceaſed ſhall leave; 
and if there be but one, ſhe ſhall have the half. 
And the parents of the deceaſed ſhall haye 
each of them a fixth part of what he ſhall 
leave, if he have a child ; but if he have no 
child, and his parents be his heirs, then his 
mother ſhall have the third part, And if 
he have brethren, his mother ſhall haven 
ſixth part, after the legacies which he ſhall 
bequeath, and his debts be paid. Ye know 
not whether your parents or your children 


be of greater uſe unto you. This is an or- 


dinance from God, and God is knowing 


and wiſe, Moreover, ye may claim half 
| of 


fave God; nnd desk ithet arhich ta: aopies 


nothing but fire into their . bellies, - and ſhall 
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of what your wives ſhall leave, if they have 
no iſſue ; but if they have iſſue, then ye 
ſhall have the fourth part of hat they ſhalt 
leave, after the legacies which they ſhall be- 
queath, and the debts be paid. They alfs 
ſhall have the fourth part of what ye ſhall 
leave, in caſe” ye have no iſſue; but if ye 
have iſſue, then they ſhall have the eighth 
part of what ye ſhall leave, after the lega- 
cies which ye ſhall bequeath, and your debts 
be paid. And if a man or woinan's ſubſtance 
be inherited by a diſtant relation, and he 
or ſhe have a brother or ſiſter ; each of them 
two ſhall have a ſixth part of the eſtate, 
But if there be more than- this number, 
they ſhall be equal ſharers in a third part, 
_ after payment of the legacies which ſhall be 
bequeathed, and the debts, without preju- 
dice to the heirs. Chap. iv. vol. i. p. 93- 
We have appointed unto every one kin- 
dred, to inherit part of what their parents 
and relations ſhall leave at their deaths. 
And unto thoſe with whom your right hands 
| Shs 3. | have. 
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have made an alliance, give their part of ih 
inheritance ; for God is witneſs of all things, 
Men ſhall have the preheminence above 
women, becauſe of thoſe advantages where- 
in God hath cauſed the one of them to ex- 
cel the other, and for that which they 
expend of their ſubſtance in maintaining 
their wives. Chap. iv. vol. i. p. 10. 
If a man die without iſſue, and have a 
fitter, the ſhall have the half of what be 
ſhall leave; and he ſhall be heir to her, in 
Caſe ſhe have no iſſue. But, if there be two 
ſiſters, they ſhall have between them, two 
third parts of what he ſhall leave; and if 
there be ſeveral, both brothers arid. ſiſters, a 
male ſhall have as much as the portion of 
two females. God declareth unto you theſe 
precepts, left you err; and God knoweth 
all 85 Bs iv. vol. i. p. 127. IV" 


REMARKS, 


The Torkiſh empire was founded on con- 
queſt; the prince is the fountain of property, 
and may be conſidered as a perfect deſpot: yet, 

undet 


under this deſpotiſm; according to dhe lat of 
Mohammed, by which the private toncertt of 
the ſubject are to be regulated 3 ſucceſſion is more 


cequitably ſettled, than it is by the feudal ſyſtems ; 


which have obtained in other parts of Europe. 

It is true that commerce and the arts have in 
the latter, given commercial and monied pro- 
perty, ſuch - a counterbalance to that of land, 

that landed property has gradually loſt much of 
its tyrannic influence; and the forms of govern- 
ment firſt founded on theſe military tenures, 
have mellowed down to more equitable ſyſtems, 
in proportion to their attention to theſe objects. 
But, if the Ottomans at any time, "ſeized: by the 
contagion, of literature, ſhould come to under. 
ſtand the native rights of mankind better, and 


by commerce to poſſoſs an influence which may 


enable them to avail themſelves 'of their know- 
lege againſt their haughty Sultans; this fun. 
damental advantage, of a partition of inheri- 


tance, would, ſo far as it. obtained in uſe, 


give them great advantages over ſtates 


where landed property continues ſubject to 
its antient limitations, while their ſovereigns 


have loſt that aſcendancy and military ſtrength 


it formerly procured them. If we conſider the 


extenſive ſize of this vaſt empire, and conceive 


it freed from the 9 government under 
which 
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which its inhabitants groan, and beenine th 


of people, ſpringing 


promiſe fairer for univerſal empire, that u 
crataped ſtate where land is tied up, wikis 
numbers of people are continually drained off 
from ſociety, and buried in religious celſbacy # 
and where prepoſterous reſtrictions obſtruct the 
entrance into matrimony, to the eventuat check 


of propagation: or if an extenſion of 
and popular vigour, ſhould break the oriental 


into ſeparate independencies, they would in alf 


probability floariſh in arts, commerce, and ma- 
ritime ſtrength, white Europe, in either eaſt, 
declining. may fee all theſe blefings by a reflux 
retire back to thoſe climes from wheges ty 
art dawned on mankind. 


JUSTICE. 


judge between men through that wiſdem 
which God ſheweth thee therein; and be not 
an advocate for the fraudulent, but aſk pardon 
of God for thy wrong intention, ſince God. 


is * and merciful. Diſpute not for. 
thoſe 


fcom the allowance of po. 
lygamy ; they would under ſuch eircumſſaberb 


We have ſent down unto thee the bock 
of the Koran with truth, that thou mayeſt 
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thoſe who deceive one anather, for God 
oveth not him who is a deveiver or unjuſt; | 
Such congeal themſelyes from men, but they 
conceal not themſelves from God; for be 
is with them when they i imagine by pight 
a ſaying which pleaſeth him not; and. God 
comprehendeth what they do. Behold ye 
are they who have diſputed for them i in this 
preſent life; but who ſhall diſpute with 
God for them on the day of f̃eſurrection, 
or who will become their patron? Vet he 
who doth evil, or injureth his own ſoul, 
and afterward aſketh pardon of God, ſhall 
find God gracious 2 Chap. ĩv. 
vol. i, P. ITS, 

Aſſiſt ene another 33 to juſtice and 
piety; but aſſiſt not one another in injuſtice 
and malice : therefore fear God; for God 
is ſevere in puniſhing. Chap ve vol. i. 
p. 128. 

O true believers ! obſerve juſtice when 
ye appear as witneſſes before God, and let 
not hatred toward any induce you to do 

 G& $ wrongs 
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wrong; but act juſtly; this will approach 
nearer unto piety; and fear God for God | 
is fully acquainted with what ye do. Ch. v. 
vol. i. p. 1324. 7 1 
* my people, give full meaſure, and juft 
weight, and diminiſh not unto men ought 
of their matters ; neither commit injuſtice i in 
the earth, acting corruptly. The reſidue | 
which ſhall remain unto you as the giſt of 
God, after ye ſhall have done juſtice to 
others, will be better for you than wealth 
gotten. by fraud; if ye be true wile 
Chap. ii. vol. ii. p. 29. = £) hal 
| Woe be unto thoſe who give ſhort mes 
ſure or weight; who, when they receive * 
meaſure from other men, take the full; but 
when they meaſure unto them, or weigh 
unto them, defraud ! Do not thoſe think 
they ſhall be raiſed again at the great day; 
the day whereon mankind ſhall ſtand, before 
the Lord of all creatures? By no means 
Chap, Ixxxiii. vol. ii. p. 486. 
5 | M A R- 
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"MARRIAGE. wes is 


'Þ 


And Man dad ce ea 


with equity toward orphans of the female 
ſex, take in marriage of ſuch other women 


as pleaſe you, two, or three, or four, and 
not more D. But if ye fear that ye cannot 
act equitably toward ſo many, marry one 


only, or the ſlaves which ye ſhall have ac- 


quired, This will be eaſier, that ye ſwerve 


© The above limitation jultifies what Sale re- 
marks on this ſubject. * Several learned men 
have fallen into the vulgar miſtake, that Mo- 


* hammed granted to his followers an unbounded 


* plurality ; ſome pretending that a man may 
* have as many wives, — others, as many 
© concubines, as he can maintain : whereas, ac- 
: * corging to the expreſs words of the Koran, no 

man can have more than four, whether wives 
© or concubines. Nor can' we. urge as an ar- 


goment againſt ſo plain a precept, the cor- .' 


* rupt manners of his followers, many of whom, 

* eſpecially men of quality and fortune, indulge 
* themſelves in criminal exceſſes; nor yet the 
* example of the prophet himſelf, who had pe, 
* culiar rivileges in this and other points. 
Prelim. Di. os p. 176. 
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not from”. righteouſneſs, . And ven women 
their dowry freely; but if they voluntarily 
remit unto you any part of it, enjoy it with 
ſatisfaction and . e "wm vol. & : 
92. 

f O thue believers, it is noe lawful Kr 900 
to be heirs of women againſt their will, nor 
to hinder them from marrying others, that 
ye may take away part of what ye haye 
given them in'dowry; unleſs they have been 
guilty of a manifeſt crime, but converſe 
kindly. with them, Ang if ye hate them, it 
may happen that ye may hate a thing 
wherein God hath placed much good. If ye 
be deſirous to'exchange ,a wife for another 
wife, and ye have already given one of them 
a talent, take not away any thing there · 
from: will ye take it by ſlandering her, and 
doing her manifeſt injuſtice? And how ca 
ye take it, ſince the one of you hath gone 
in unto the other, and they have received 
from you a firm covenant? Marry not wor 
men whom your fathers have had to wife, 
- (except 
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(except what is already paſt) for this is un- 
cleanneſs, and an abomination, and an evil 
way. Ve are forbidden. to marry your 
. mothers, and your daughters, and your ſiſj- 
ters, and your aunts,” both on the father's 
and on the mother's ſide, and your brother's. 
daughters, and your ſiſter's daughters, and 
your mothers who have given you ſuck, 
and your foſter ſiſters, and your wives mo- 
thers, and your daughters in law, who ate 
under your tuition, born of your wives, 
unto whom you have gone in, (but if ye” 
have not gone in unto them, it ſhall be no 
ſin in you to marry them) and tha wives 
of your ſons, who proceed out of your Joins ; 
and ye are alſo forbidden to take to wife two 
ſiſters, except what is already paſt; for 
God is gracious and merciful. Ye are alſo 
forbidden to take to wife free women wha. 
are- married, except thoſe women whom 
your right hands ſhall poſſes as Daves, This 
is ordained you from God. Whatever is 
belide this is allowed you ; that ye —4 
wit 
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with your ſubſtance provide wives . 
ſelves, acting that which is tight, and\avbid- - 
ing whoredom. And for the advantage 
which ye receive from them, give them their 
reward, according to what is ordained: but 
it ſhall be no crime in you to make any 
other agreement among yourſelves, after 
the ordinance ſhall be complied with for 
God is knowing and wiſe. Whoſo among 
you hath not means ſufficient that he may 
marry free women, who are believers, let 
him marry. with ſuch of your maid-ſervants 
whom your right hands poſſeſs, as are tree 
believers ;-for God well knoweth your 
faith. 'Ye are the one from the other; 
therefore, marry them with the conſent” of 
their maſters, and give them their dowet 
according to juſtice; ſuch as are modeſt, 
not guilty of whoredom, nor entert#inifig - 
lovers. And when they are married; if they 
be guilty of adultery, they ſhall ſuffer half 
the puniſhment which is appointed for the 
ſree women. This is allowed unto him 
among 
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free women; but if ye abſtain from marry- 
ing ſlaves, it will be better ſor you; God is 
gracious and merciful. Ch. iv. vol. i. p. 96: 
Marry thoſe who are ſingle among you, 
and ſuch as are honeſt of your men-ſervants, 
and your maid-ſervants ; if-they be poor, 
God will enrich them of his abundance z for 
God is bounteous and wiſe. | And let thoſe 
who find not a match, keep themſelves 
from fornication, until God ſhall enrich 
them of his abundance, And unto ſuch of 
your ſlaves as deſire a written inſtrument, 
allowing them to redeem themſelves on pay- 
ing a certain ſum, write one, if ye know 
good in them, and give them of the riches 
of God, which he bath given you. And 
compel not your maid · ſervants to proſtitute 
themſelves, if they be willing to live chaſte- 
ly; that ye may ſeek the caſual advantage 
of this preſent life: but whoever ſhall 
compel them thereto, verily God will be 
gracious and merciful uato ſuch women 
C480 after 


among you, who ſeareth tb ſin by marrying - © 
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. REMARKS. 


- Plarrloge inis + war 
dk; 00 is nlp its” propeyticite) which is the | 
eee of 1, in 4: palbienl vim and | 
egongly, as it reſpecta domeſtic felicity, which 
In the primary intention of it in individuals, | 

The firſt requires a freedom of e 
which can no where be fo properly indulged 

vpon paper; ſince Kb e a al af hang d 
ruled in all companies, where the ſoft and 
tender circumſtances on which the latter 
pends, may without offence be dwelt upon. 
converſation it is rude to urge any thing which 
may ſheck. the delicacy of thoſe whq may be 
confined to hear it; it is otherwiſe in writing; 

ſome things will better bear reading thay hear- 
ing; and whenever a ſubject becomes tedious or 
diſagreeable, the reader is inſtantly relieved by 
cloſing the book, This therefore is premiſed- 
as 2 ſaving apology to ward off. any charge of - 
indelicacy which may happen to be brought by 
any too ſcrupulous reader, male or female, 
whoſe curiolity has led them to this page ; where 
the difficult talk is attempted of enquiring into 
if poſſible, without offending any one, une” 
5 w 
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which furniſhes velger wit «bd brutal mengen 
with their moſt diſguſtful allaſions. 
Plurality of women then, in few wort, * 
pears moſt uhdoubtedly conducive to increaſe 
what are juſtly eſteemed the riches of a nation t 
for whatever may be thought of = man's ener. 
vating himſelf among a number of women, it 
does hot nbeeſſarily follow that he muſt rei bis 
conſtitution becauſe he may do it; any more 
than that every man who loves veniſon. and mas 
deira, and whoſe pocket will gratify him with 
both mot therefore die of a ſurſeit of the one, 
or keep himſelf in a continual flate of i intoxica- 
tion with the other, Moderation is true lux- 


ury. [+ 
10 chnſtian countries matrimony is far La! 
yielding that increaſe of people of which it 
de capable: ſince all that time is totally bolt to 
propagation, in which a man's azly wife is breed- 
ing; yet women are far from being ſcarce. is 
may be pardonable to hint, that we appear to 
underſland the nature of propagation much bet- 
ter, where, as individuals, we are intereſted to 
promote it, in a commercial view ; without de- 
ſeending to what may be deemed groß Matra 
E 

The chriſtian religion rather looks with an 
unfavourable eye on the martied fine than 
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otherwiſe ; axdithe apolle Paul pls "70M 
libacy + without reſerve. Hence many ;thou- 
ſands of young men and women are continually 

withdrawn from all the duties of ſociety, and ! 
immured, ſacred to unprofitable rites, to laxi- | 
neſs, to repentance, and hypocriſy; and as if | 
| 


the remainder were thought too many to carry 
on the great work of raiſing up poſterity, the ut- 
moſt diſcouragements and difficulties | are caſt in 


. 


I | 
a; Tantum relligio potuit ſuadere, &c, © 
| 


Hitherto marriage has been conſidered only | 
as it affects propagation ; if we come to conſider 
it in the ſecond place, with an eye of calm rea- 
ſon, as the means of domeſtic happineſs to. in- 
dividuals; we ſhall view it perhaps in a ſome- 
what different light; and be inclined to confeſs 
that an union with one woman of worth and vir. | 
toe, muſt afford the moſt refined ſatisſaction. 
But all men are not ſentimental in their affec- 
tions : if therefore poligamy were tolerated by 
law, men of moderation and reflexion, might 
fill confine themſelves within their own limits, 
and not be the leſs happy with fingle fair ones; 
while their country would profit by W 
verned paſſions of the ſenſual. 70 


Jiu, zix. 12, + 1 Cor, ck. vi &c, 
4 M O- 
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Speak unto the true believers, that they 
reſtrain their eyes, and keep themſelves from 
immodeſt actions: this will be. more pure 
for them; for God is well acquainted with 
that which they do. And ſpeak” unto the 
believing women, that they reſtrain their 
eyes, and preſerve their modeſty, and diſ- 
cover not their ornaments, except what ne- 
ceſſarily appeareth thereof; and let them 
throw their veils over their boſoms, and not 
ſhew their ornaments, unleſs to their huſ. 
bands, or their fathers, or their huſband's 
fathers, or their ſons, or their huſband's 
ſons, or their brothers, or their brother's 
ſons, or their ſiſter's ſons, or their women, 
or the captives which their right hands ſhall 
poſſeſs, or unto ſuch men as attend them, 
and have nd need of women, or unto 
children, who diſtinguiſh not the naked- 
neſs of women. And let them not make 
a noiſe with their feet, that their orna- 
ments which they hide may thereby be diſ- 
covered. And be ye all turned unto God. 


O true 


\ 
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O on Sis: that „n 
Chap. xxiv. vol. ii. p. L192. Wen 

O true believers, let your ſlaves and thoſe 
age of puberty, aſk leave of you/before they 
come into your preſence, three times in the 
day, namely, before the morning. prayer, 
and when ye lay aſide your garment at noon, 
and after the evening prayer. Thele are 
the three times for you to be private: it 
ſhall be no crime in you or in them, if they 
go in to you without aſking permiſſion, af- 
ter theſe times, while ye are in frequent at» 
rendance, the one of you on the other, 
Thus God declareth his ſigns unto you ; 
for God is knowing and wiſe. And when 
your children attain the age of puberty, let 
them aſk leave to come into your pre». 
ſence : at all times, in the ſame. manner as _ 
thoſe who have attained that' age before 
them, aſk leave. Thus God declareth his 


fizns unto you, for God is knowing aod. 
wiſe. Az to ſuch women as are paſt child - 
bearings, 
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bearing, who hope not to marry again, be- 
cauſe of their advanced age, it ſhall be no 
crime in them if they lay aſide their outer 
garments, not ſne wing their ornaments; but 
if they abſtain from this it will be better for 
them. God both heareth and knoweth. It 
ſhall be no crime in the blind, nor ſhall it 
be any crime in the lame, neither ſhall it 
de any crime in the ſick, or in yourſelves, 
that ye eat in your houſes; or in the 
houſes of your fathers, or the houſes 
of your mothers, or in the houſes of 
your brothers, or in the houſes of your 
ſiſters, or the houſes of your uncles on the 
father's fide, or the houſes of your aunts on 
the father's ſide, or the houſes of your uncles 
on the mother's fide, or the houſes of your 
aunts on the mother's ſide, or in thoſe houſes 
the keys whereof ye have In your poſſeſſion, 
or in the houſe of your friend, It ſhall not 
be any crime in you whether ye eat toge- 
ther or ſeparately. Id. p. 198, 
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MURDER. 


0 true believers, the law of wealthy 
erdained you for the flain ; the free hall 
vant, and a woman for a woman: but be 
whom his brother ſhall forgive, may be pto- 
| ſecuted, and obliged to make ſatisfation 
according to what is juſt, and a fine ſhall be 
ſet on him with humanity. This is-indul. 
gence from your Lord, and mercy. And 
he who fhall transgreſs after this, by killing 
the murderer, ſhall ſuffer a grievous puniſhs 
ment. And in this law of retaliation ye 
have life, O ye of underſtanding! that per- 
adventure ye may fear, 1 1 il, vol. i. 
P- 31. 

It is not lawful for à believer to kill a 
believer, unleſs it happen by miſtake; and 
whoſo killeth a believer by miſtake, the pe- 
nalty ſhall be the ſreeing a believer from fla- 
very, and a fine to be paid to the family of the 
deceaſed, unleſs they remit it as alms: and 


if the flain perſon be of à people at enmity 
with 


* 


with you, and be à true believer, the pe- 
nalty ſhall be the freeing of a believer; but 
if he be of a people in conſederacy with 
you, a fine to be paid to his family, and the 
freeing of a believer. And he who findeth 
not wherewith to do this, ſhall faſt two 
months conſecutively, as a penance enjoined 
from God; and God is knowing and wiſez 
But whoſo killeth a believer - deſighedly, his 
ard ſhall be hell; he ſhall remain there- 
in for ever; and God ſhall be angry with 
him, and ſhall curſe him, and ſhall pre- 


pare for him a great puniſhment. Chap. iv. 
vol. i. P» 112. 


RE M ARES, | 

This method of accepting a pecuniary com- 
promiſe for blood, we are told in a note on the 
paſſage, from Chardin, is frequently practiſed 
among the Mohammedans, eſpecially in Perſia, 
A ſimilar uſage obtained among our Saxon an- 
ceſtors, where this kind of retaliatory revenge 
was allowed, as may be ſeen in our law books, 
under the name of deadly feud; and which alſo 
admitted of commutation for money. This in- 
H 2 | deed 
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deed is holding the life of a man very cheap 
and rendering it inſecure, But if our old Saxon 
laws and the preſent practice of the Afiatics do 
not ſufficiently eſtiniate and guard the lives of 
the innocent, our preſent Engliſh laws do not 
ſet a proper value on the lives of the guilty, 
The preſent liſt, and growing number, of capital 
offences in our ſtatutes, is ſhocking to humanity, 
eſpecially when it appears that ſuch ſanguinary 
means are really diſproportioned to their end, and 
prove ineffectual. It is hoped a few thoughts 
may be farther indulged on this ſerious ſubject. 


There appear but two ends to be obtained by 

penal inflictions. I. The reformation of the 
offender. II. The deterring others from the 
commiſſion of the like crimes. 


. Theſe two ends, however, ought to be ſepa. 
rately or jointly attended to, in proportion to 
the nature of the offence, and its detriment. to 
ſatiety : and it is alſo to be conſidered, whe- 
ther the offence is only the reſult of ſome tem- 
poraty paſſion, of which the neff, with prb- 
per treatment, may be cured : Or, 


Whether its atrociouſneſs evinces a depravity 
of heart, which the ſafety of mankind claims a 
ſecurity againſt; where reformation is impto· 
bale, or too precarious to be truſted; 


1 
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According as theſe conſiderations agree toge- 

tber, they will determine whether the firſt in- 
tention of puniſhment, reſpecting the reclaiming 
the criminal, ought to be attended to; or wWher 
ther the ſecond ſhould be the ſole 2 of pro- 
ceeding. 

From this view of the matter, who can avoid 
pitying poor young fellows, whoſe exiſtence is 
out off in the prime and vigour of life, for the 
paltry theft of a handkerchief, or of a watch; or 
for writing a few words on a flip of paper, W 
a fraudulent intention ? 

Let not the honeſt reader ſtart at the light 
mention of theſe offences ; - the heinouſneſs of 
infeſting the public roads, and diſturbing the 
intercourſe of mankind, cannot be palliateds 
the obligation of preſerving ſacred that matual 
confidence, without which commerce cannot be 
carried on, is not to be weakened: but we 
ſhould not at the ſame time overlook the wa- 
lue of a man's life not merely to himſelf, but 
chiefly to his. country? A conſideration, which 
nothing but the frequent laviſhment of lives 
can occaſion us to eſteem ſo lightly : a laviſh» 
ment, Which ſubſiſts after it has, in great mea · 
ſure, deſtroyed its effect. 

But ſurely, means of intimidation cannot be 
wanting, even though 2 gallows were chqp · 

13 
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ped down, and though we diſcontinued the ih. 
ſurd cuſtom of peopling our own 'colonies with 
the outcaſts of their mother The 
ates bordering on the Mediterranean have their 
gallies z and have not we roads to make and 
mend? Have not we other public works to ene - 
cute? Have not we tin-mines, lead · mines, 
iron-mines, coal-pits, in plenty? Have not we 
manufactutes to carry on, which are injurious 
to the human ſyſtem ? There are plenty of me. 
thods to employ thoſe, who, having offended 
againſt the laws of their country, have loſt all 
daims to the benefit of them. | 
According to the nature of their N 
Male facher — de made to ſpend their time 
in making ſome ſort of reparation for the da- 
mage they have formerly done to their coun» 
try. The ſlave for life might be converted to 
a uſeful ſervant of ſociety, inſtead of being un. 
profitably hanged and forgotten ; and might 
live a continual memorandum of his crime and 
puniſhment, The ſlave for time, when his ſla- 
very expired, would, by a habit of labour, 
and, by having been a witneſs of the puniſh» 
ment of others, take care how he endangered 
his liberty again, By being hard worked, and 
abſtemiouſly kept, their paſſions would abate, 
” would have leiſure and inclination for re- 
| ſlection © 
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flection; and, by having due care taken of their 


morals, would become prudent men. How dif- 
ferent this plan from that of tranſporting and 
maintaining colonies of villains ! from that of 
making unthinking miſcreants ſing pſalms with 
halters round their necks, through the ſtupefaction 

of fear, brought on by the precipitate teazings of 
an Ordinary, hackneyed in the profeſſion; and 
then blotting them out from the book of life. 

. Theſe looſe hints are left with thoſe who may 
chance to think them worthy. conſideration ; 
with a wiſh that the time may come, when 
ceaſing to gratify the profligate and deſperate, by 
hanging them out of the way, they may be made 
to tremble at the apprehenſions of a life of /abour, 


OATHS, 


Make not God the object of your, oaths, 
that ye will deal juſtly, and be devout, and 
make peace among men z for God is he 
who heareth and knoweth. God will not 
puniſh you for an inconſiderate word in your 
oaths; but he will puniſh you for that which 
your hearts have aſſented unto, Chap. ii. 
vol. i. P+ 40. | 
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God will not puniſh you ſor an incon- 
ſiderate word in your oaths; but he wil! 
puniſh you for what ye ſolemnly ſwear with 


deliberation. And the expiation of ſuch an 
inconſiderate oath ſhall be the feeding of 
ten poor men with ſuch moderate food 26 


ye feed your own families withal; or to 
cloath them; or to free the neck of a true 
believer from captivity: but he who ſhall 
not find wherewith to perform one of theſe 
three things, ſhall faſt three days. This is 
the expiation of your oaths when 'ye ſwear 
inadvertently. Therefore keep your oy, 
Chap. v. vol. i. p. 148. 

Whoever ſhall violate his oath, will vio- 
late the ſame to the hurt only of his own 
foul ; but whoever ſhall perform that which 


| he hath covenanted with God, he. will 


ſurely give him a great reward. Ch. xlviii- 
vol. it. p. 382: + F 


ORPHANS. 


They will alſo aſk ye concerning orphans: 


anſwer, to deal 9 with them is beſt; 
and 


4 
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and if ye intermeddle with the management of 
what belongs to them, do them no wrong; 
they are your brethren: God knoweth the 
corrupt dealer from the righteous; and if 
God pleaſe, he will ſurely diſtreſs you, for 
God is mighty and wiſe. Chap. ii. vol. i. 
p. 39+ 
And give the orphans, when they come 
to age, their ſubſtance; and render them 
not in exchange bad for good: and devour 
not their ſubſtance,” by adding it to your 
own ſubſtance; for this is a great ſin.—— 
And give not unto thoſe who are weak 
of underſtanding the ſubſtance which God 
hath appointed you to preſerve for them ; 
but -maintain them thereout, and cloath 
them, and ſpeak kindly unto them. And 
examine the orphans until they attain the. 
age of martiage : but if ye perceive they are 
able to manage their affairs well, deliver 
their ſubſtance unto them; and waſte it 
not extravagantly, or haſtily, becauſe they 
grow up. Let him who is rich abſtain en- 
tirely from the orphans eſtates; and let him 
; whe 
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who is poor take thereof, according to what 
ſhall be reaſonable. And when ys deliver 
their ſubſtance unto them, call witneſſes 
thereof in their preſence; God taketh ſuf- 
ficient account of your actions. n iv 
vol. i. p. 92. 


. PARENTS, | 
Thy Lord hath commanded that ye wor, 
ſhip none beſide him; and that ye ſhew 
kindneſs unto your parents, whether the one 
of them or both of them attain to old age 
with thee. Wherefore ſay not unto them, 
Fye on you! neither reproach them; but 
ſpeak reſpeAfully unto them; and ſubmit 
to behave humbly toward them, out of ten- 
der affection, and ſay, O Lord have mercy 
on them both, as they nurſed me when I 
was little, Chap. xvii, vol, ii. p. 99. 
We have commanded man concerning his 
parents, (his mother carrieth him in her 
womb with weakneſs and faintneſs, and he 
is weaned in two years) ſaying, Be grateful 
unto me and to as parents, Unto me 
5 ſhall 
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ſhall all come to be judged. But if thy pa- 
rents endeavour to prevail on thee to aſſo— 
ciate with me that concerning which thou 
laſt no knowlege, obey them not: bear 
them company in this world in what ſhalt 
be reaſonable ; but follow the way of him 
who ſincerely turneth unto me. Chap. Axxi. 
8 


PATIENCE, _ 


0 true believers, be patient, and firive 
to excel in patience, and be conſtant mind- 
ed, and fear God, that ye may be harr. 
Chap. iii. vol, i. p. 91. 


PRIDE. 


Diſtort not thy face out of contempt to 
men, neither walk in the earth with in- 
ſolence ; for God loveth na arrogant vain. 
glorious perſon, And be moderate in thy 
pace; and lower thy voice; for the moſt 
ungrateful of all voices ſurely is the yoice of 
alles, Chap, xxxi. vol. i ii. Po 264. 


RETA- 


—— Ve 


108 THE MORALIT TC 


.. 1 RETALIATION. 4. 
Fight for: the Religion of God, againſt» 
thoſe who fight againſt you, but tranſgreſs 
not by attacking them firſt, for God loveth 
not the tranſgreſſors. And kill them where- 
eyer ye find them, and turn them out of 
that whereof they have diſpoſſeſſed you; for- 
temptation to Idolatry is more grievous than 
laughter : yet fight not againſt them in the 
holy temple, until they attack you therein; 
but if they attack you, flay them there. 
Fhis ſhall be the reward of the infidels, 
But if they deſiſt, God is gracious and mer- 
ciful. Fight therefore againſt them, until 
there be no temptation to Idolatry, and the 
religion be God's : but if they deſiſt, then 
let there be no hoſtility, except againſt the 
ungodly. A facred month for a ſacred 
month, and the holy limits of Mecca, if 
they attack you therein, do ye alſo attack 
them therein in "retaliation ; and whoever 
tranſgreſſeth againſt you by ſo doing, do ye 
tranſgreſs againſt him in like manner as he 
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hath tranſgreſſed Finn you, and fear God, 
and know that God is with thoſe that fear 
him. Contribute out of your ſubſtance to- 
ward the defence of the religion of God, 
and throw not yourſelves with your own 
hands, into perdition; and do good, for God 
loveth thoſe who do good, Chap. ii. Vol. i. 
P- 34 


Fear not men but ſear me ; ** {el 
my ſighs for a ſmall price. And whoſo 
judgeth not according to what God hath re- 
vealed, they are infidels. We have therein 
commanded them, that they ſhould give life 
for life, and eye for eye, and noſe for noſe, 
and ear for ear, and tooth for tooth; and 
that wounds ſhould alſo be puniſhed by re- 
taliation: but whoever ſhould remit- it as 
alms, it ſhould be acepted as an atonement 
from him. And whofo judgeth not accord- 
ing to what God hath revealed, they are 

unjuſt, Chap. v. Vol. i. p. 1 39- 
Whoever ſhall take a vengeance equal to 
the injury which hath been done him, ang 
ſhall 
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ſhall afterward be unjuſtly treated n verily | 
God will affit him: for God js mexciful, 


and ready. to forgive. Fan xi. VI. . 


p- 175. by 2 by 4 
| REMARKS. We" 

"The Hebrews under the orofellion of exe 
cuting the vengeance of God againſt idolatery, 
acted offtnfeuely toward the johabitanes of Ca. 
naan ; and exterminated them to ſettle” them- 
ſaves in their country: and to ſhew. the ſubli 
mity of the chriſtian doctrine, it is uſual to in- 
ſtance thoſe precepts wherein forbearance, refig- 
nation, and acquieſcence under all injuries and 
violence, are recommended.“ Theſe are two evi. 
dent extreams : the Mohammedans appear to 
fill up the mean between them; as being allow: 
ed to reſiſt violence, but to act only, de/enfively ; 
nevertheleſs, though admitting the lex talionii, yet 
correfting the licence by repreſenting forgiveneſs, 

or remitting of reſentment, as the moſt commend. 
able ; and which they incline the moſt to, may be 
ſeen in the Introduction. A ſmall ſhare of common 
ſenſe will enable a perſon to compare the con- 
UuR hinted at in the firſt Gy: with our pre- 
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3 Matth. v. 35, Kc. Luke Vi, 27, &c, 1 Cor, 
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/ent ideas of juſtice and morality : however, the 


with their own principles, and to be in ſome mea 
ſure out of the queſtion; as N 'a God | 
of vENGEANCE, whom they b 
ſtiled a conuminG FIRE if If it CO. 
the chriſtians and muſſulmen derived their ideas 
of God from the Jews, it muſt at the ſame time: 
be admitted that his attributes have been greatly ' 
altered under thoſe two diſpenſations, Returning, 
then to our firſt ſubject, it may be obſerved that 
the mohammedan precepts ſeem rather better a- 
dapted i in this inſtance, to the nature and fitua- 
tion of mankind, than the chriſtian ; the for- 
mer being expteſily permitted to have recourſe 
to what Chriſtians are eb/iged to practice, in vio- 
lation of the meckneſs recommended in the goſ- 
pel : experience proving that no community can 
ſubſiſt upon ſtrict chriftian principles. If then, 
ſuch exhortations are found to contain impoſſi- 
ble precepts, and are to be received cum mice 
lis; it does not appear how any encomium 
can be truly founded on the literal reading, of 


them. 
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„ Deutr, xxxii. 35. 41, &c, | 
T Deutr, iv, 24. . 3. &. wm 


Jews muſt be allowed to be at leaſt conſiſtene | 
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- Biſhop Warburton in his Alliance between © 
Church and State, p. 304. giving his ſentiments 
on Toleration, declares it as his opinion, that ** the 
« Quaker who believes even defenſive war to be 
& unchriſtian, ſhould be excluded, in States upon 
% the continent, the common liberty of reſid- 
< ing in frontier places. ”*. Such an one is never- 
theleſs truly orthodox in his belief: nor is this 
the only inſtance where ſome perſons enjoy the 
privilege of acting up to their principles, at the 
expence of the violation of them in others. 


RIGHTEOUSNESS, defined. 

It is not righteouſneſs that ye turn your 
faces in prayer toward the eaſt and the weſt, 
but righteouſneſs is of him who believeth in 
God and the laſt day, and the angels, and 
the Scriptures, and the prophets; who giveth 
money for God's ſake unto his kindred, and 
unto orphans, and the needy, and the ſtran- 
ger, and thoſe who aſk, and for redemption 
of captives ; who is conſtant at prayer, and 
giveth alms; and of thoſe who perform 
their covenant, when they have covenanted 


and who behave themſelves patiently in ad- 
2 | verſity 


0 THE ER = 
verſity and! hardſhips; and in time of vio- 


lence: theſe are they who are true, and 


theſe are they who fear God, 
Vol. i. p. 337. 


Chape ii. 


SCOFFING, SLANDER; ABUSE, be. 


O true believers, let not men laugh other | 
men to ſcorn'; who peradventure may be 


better than themſelves: neither let women 
laugh other women to ſcorn ; who may pol- 
ſibly be better than themſelves. Neither de- 
fame one another; nor call one another by 
opprobrious appellations. An ill name it is 
to be charged with wickedneſs, after having 
embraced the faith: and whoſo repenteth 
not, they will be the unjuſt doers. O true 
believers, carefully avoid'entertaining a ſuf- 


picion of another : for ſome ſuſpicions are | 
a crime, Enquire not too curiouſly into 


other men's failings : neither let the one of 
you ſpeak ill of another in his 'abſence. 


Would any of you defire to eat the fleſh of 
his dead brother. Surely ye would abhor' 


I | it. 
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in And bear God :-for God is ealy"ty be 
b e neee EE 


pe 389. ne be 
TESTAME NTS. 


/ 

Ii is ordained you, when any of * is 
at the point of death, if he leave any goods, 
that he bequeath a legacy to his parents, and 
kindred, according to what ſhall be reaſon- 
able. This is a duty incumbent on thoſe 
who fear God. But be who ſhall change 
the legacy, after he hath heard it bequeath. 
ed by the dying perſon, ſurely the fin therg- 
of ſhall be on thoſe who change it, for God 
is he who heareth and knoweth.  Howbeit, 
he who apprehendeth from the teſtator any 
miſtake or injuſtice, and ſhall compoſe- the 
matter between them; that ſhall be no 
crime in him, for God is gracious and mer- - 
ciful. Chap. ii. Vol. i. p. 32 

O true believers l let witneſſes be taken 


between you, when death approaches any of 
you, at ihe time of making the teſtament; 


among you; or two others of 4 differant 
tribe pr faith from yourſelves, if e be 


journeying ia the earth, and the accident of 
death befal you. Ye ſhall ſhut them both 
up after the afternoon prayer, and they ſhall 
ſwear by God, if ye doubt them, and they 
ſhall ſay, we will not ſell our evidence for a 
| bribe, although the perſon concerned be one 
who is related to us; neither will we con . 
ceal the teſtimony of God, for then ſhould 
we certainly be of the number of the wick- 
ed. But if it appear that both have been 
guilty of ' iniquity, two others ſhall ſtand up 
in their place, of thoſe who have convicted 
them of falſhood, the two neareſt in blood, 
and they ſhall ſwear by God, ſaying, Verily 
our teſtimony is more true than the teſti- 
mony of theſe two, neither have we pre- 
varicated; for then ſhould we become of 
the number of the unjuſt. This will be 
eaſier, that men may give teſtimony accord- 


ing to the plain intention thereof; or fear 
12 leſt 
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left a different oath- be given, alter beit 
I oath. Therefore fear God, and hearken; 
2 for God direQeth not the unjuſt people. 
| Chap. v. nn p. 152. ede 


/ » 
127 
of + - 


nn 
| If amen. or women Mel, ent. off weir 
hands, in retribution for that which they have 
committed; this is an exemplary, puniſh- 


ment appointed by God ; and God is mighty 
and wiſe, But whoever ſhall repent after 
his iniquity, and amend, verily God will be 
turned unto him; for God is inclined to for- 
give, and merciful. Chap. v. Vol. i. p. 137+ 


TOLERATION. 
Let there be no violence i in Religion, 
Chap. ii. Vol. i. p. 48. She | 


USURY. 211 :4 ian 

They who devour ufury, ſhall not ariſe 
from the dead, but as he ariſeth whom Satan 
hath infected by a touch: this ſhall: hap- 
pen to them becauſe they ſay, truely felling 
| is 


— 
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is but 28 uſury : and yet God bath permit 
ted ſelling, and forbidden uſury. He there · 


fore, who when there cometh unto, him an 


admonition from his Lord, abſtaineth- from 


uſury for the future, ſhall have what is paſt 
; forgiven - him, and his affair belongeth to 


God. But whoever returneth to uſury, 
they ſhall be the companions of hell fire ; 


they ſhall continue therein for ever. God 


ſhall take his bleſſing from uſury, and ſhall 
increaſe alms ; for God loveth no infidel, 
or ungodly perſon. But they who believe, 
and do that which is right, and obſerve the 


ſtated times of prayer, and pay their legal 


alms, they ſhall have their reward with 
their Lord: there ſhall come no fear on 
them, neither ſhall they be grieved. O true 
believers, fear God, and remit that which 
remaineth of uſury, if ye really believe 3 


but if ye do not, hearken unto war, which is 


declared againſt you from God and his apoſtle : 
yet if ye repent, ye ſhall have the capital of 
"our money. Chap. ii. Vol. i. p. 52. 

I 3 WHORE- 
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| WHORADUM and-AD ULTERY+ 
: „ | ed any RE MARK. PIE #1 wp, * 


A following extract en en 
ment of adultery, though no ſuch puniſhinent is 
. the Koran; chis deficiency will, be 
upplied by attending to a paſſage in Sale's Pre. 
liminary Diſcourſe, which is as follows, | 

There being ſome paſſages in the Koran 

* which are contradiftoty, the mohammedan doc 
tors obviate any difficulty from thence, hy the 
« doQtrine of abrogation: for they ſay, that G 
6 Kon the Koran commanded ſeveral things. = 

were for good reaſons afterwards revoked 

* abrogated.* 

* Paſſages abrogated are diſtinguiſhed into 

* three kinds: the firſt, where the letter and 
* ſenſe are both abrogated ; the ſecond, where 
the letter only is abrogated, but the ſenſe re- 

* mains; and the third, where the ſenſe is abro- 

* gated, though the letter remains,— 

Of the ſecond kind is a verſe called the 
© verſe of ſtoning, which according to the tra- 
dition of Omar afterward Thalif, was extant 

* while 


1 1 * 
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-. A very convenient doctrine this, and if 
adopted by er doctors, would remove many 


0 occafrons of ſchiſm among us. 
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* while Mohammed was living, though it be 


* not now to be found. The words are theſe, 
« Abhor not your parents, for this would be 
© ingratitude in you. If a man and woman 
« of reputation commit adultery, ye ſhall ſlone 
them both; it is a puniſfhmens ordained by 

* God ; for God is mighty and wiſe.” : 
Frelim. Diſc. $ Ub p. 87. 


If any of your women be guilty of whore- 
dom, produce four witneſſes from among 
you againſt them, and if they bear witneſs 
againſt them, impriſon them in ſeparate apart- 
ments until death releaſe them, or God af- 
fordeth them a way to eſcape, Chap, iv, 
Vol. i. p. 95. | 

The whore and the whoremonger, ſhall 
ye ſcourge with an hundred ſtripes. And 
let not compaſſion toward them prevent 
you from executing the judgment of God; 
if ye believe in God and the laſt day : and let 
ſorJF of the true believers be witneſſes of 
eir puniſhment. The whoremonger ſhall 


DoF mary any other than a harlot or an 
14 idola- 
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 idolatreſs : and a harlot ſhall no man take 
in marriage, except a'whoremionger or an 
idolater. And this kind of marriage is for- 
bidden the true believers. But as to thoſe 
who accuſe women of reputation of whore- 
dom, and produce not four witneſſes of the 
fact, ſcourge them with fourſcore ſtripes, 
and receive not their teſtimony for ever; 
for ſuch are infamous prevaricators : except- 
ing thoſe who ſhall afterward repent, and 
amend : for unto fuch will God be gracious 
and merciful. They who ſhall accuſe their 
Wives of adultery, and ſhall have no wit- 
neſſes thereof beſide themſelves ; the teſti- 
mony which ſhall be required of one of them 
ſhall be, that he ſwear four times by God, 
that he ſpeaketh the truth: and the fifth 
time that he impreeate the curſe of God on 


him, if he be à liar. And it ſhall avert 
the puniſhment from the wife, if ſhe fwear | 


four times by God that he is a liar ; and if 


the fifth time ſhe imprecate. the wrath of 
God 
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| God on her, if he ſpeaketh the truth. ® 
Chap. xxiv. Vol. ii. p · 188. 7 \ 4 N 
— Fox WOMEN. W 
O men, fear your Lord, who bath creat · 


ed you out of one man and out of bim 


created his wiſe, and from them two hath 
multiplied many men and women: and fear 
God by whom ye beſeech one another ; and 
reſpect women who have borne you, for God 
is watching over you. Chap. iv. Vol. i. p. 92, 

The honeſt women are obedient, careful 
in the abſence of their huſbands, for that 
God preſerveth them, by committing them 


to the care and proteCtion of the men. But 


- * © In cafe both ſwear, the man's oath diſ- 
charges him from the imputation and penalty 
of ſlander; and the woman's oath frees her 
from the imputation and penalty of adultery : 
but though the woman do ſwear to her inno- 
* cence, yet the marriage is actually void, or 
* ought to be declared void by the judge; be- 
cauſe it is not fit they ſhould continue together 
© after they have come to theſe extremities, Jag 
le *diin,” Se, 


thoſe. 


- 
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thoſe whoſe perverſeneſs ye ſhall be appre- 
henfive of, rebuke; and remove them into 
ſeparate apartments and cbaſtiſe them. But 
if they ſhall be obedient unto you, ſeek not 
an occafion of quarrel againſt them; for 
God is high and great. And if ye fear 'z 
breach between the huſband and wife, ſend 
a judge out of his family, and a judge out 
of her family: if they ſhall defire a recon- 
Gliation, God will cauſe them to agree; 
for God is knowing and wiſe. Clap, iv. 
Vol. i. p. 101. | | 


If a woman fear ill uſage or averſion 
ber huſband, it ſhall be no crime in 
them if they agree the matter amicably be- 
tween themſelves; for a reconciliation” is 
better than a ſeparation. Mens ſouls are 
naturally inclined to covetouſneſs: but if ye 
be kind toward women, and fear to wrong 
them, God is well acquainted with what ye 
do. Ye can by no means carry yourſelves 
equally between women in all reſpeQs, al- 
ple. tf: though 
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though ye fludy ta do it 3 thereſore turn. 
not from a wife with all manner of averſionz. 
nor leave her like one in ſuſpenſe: if ye agree 
and fear to abuſe your wives, God is gra- 
cious and merciful; but if they ſepatate, 
God will ſatisfy, them both of his abun-. 
dance; for God is extenſive and wiſe, and | 
unto God belongeth whatſoever is in hea» f 
ven and on earth, Chap. iv. Vol. i. p. 119, 
© true believers, when believing women 
come unto you as refugees, try them: God 
well knoweth their faith. And if ye know 
them to be true believers, ſend them not 
back to the infidels : they are not lawful for 
the unbelievers to have in marriage, neither 
are the unbelievers lawful for them. But 
give their unbelieving huſbands what they 
ſhall have expended for their dowers. Nor 
ſhall it be any crime in you if ye marry 
them, provided ye give them their dowries, 
And retain not the patronage of the unbe- 
heving women: but demand back that which 


ye have expended for the dowry of ſuch of 
i your 


14 
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your wives as go over to the anbatidiyn'; 
and let them demand back that which they 
have expended for the dowry of thoſe Wo 
come over to you. This is the 3 
of God which he eſtabliſheth among 
and God is knowing and wiſe. If an 
your wives eſcape from you to the unbelie- 
vers, and ye have your turn by the coming 
over of any of the unbelievers wives to you; 
give to thoſe believers whoſe wives ſhall 
have gone away, out of the dowries of the 
latter, ſo much as they ſhall have expended 
or the dowrics of'the former : and fear God 
in whom ye believe. O prophet,” when 
believing women come unto thee and plight 
their faith unto thee, that they will not aſ- 
ſociate any thing with God, nor ſteal, nor 
commit fornication, nor kill their children, 
nor come with a calumny which they have 
forged between their hands and their feet, 
nor be diſobedient to thee in that which 
ſhall be reaſonable : then do thou plight thy 
faith unto them, and aſk pardon for them 


of 
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of God ſor God is inclined ta forgivey 
and is merciful: O true believers enter not 
into ſtiendlhip with a people againſt vhm 
God.is incenſed : they deſpair of the life to 
come, as the infidels , deſpair of the reſur- 
rection of thoſe who dwell in the graves, 
Chap: Ix.. Vol. ii. p. 433. y 2 ot 


GENERAL PR ECEPTS. 


They will aſk thee concerning wine and 
lots: anſwer, in both there is great fin, and 
alſo ſome things of uſe unto meu: but their 
ſinfulnefs is greater than their uſe. They will 
aſk thee alſo what they ſhall beſtow in alms : 
anſwer, what ye have to ſpare. Thus God 
ſheweth his ſigns unto. you, that peradven- 
ture ye might ſeriouſly think of this preſent 
world, and of the next. Chap. ii. Vol. i, 


p. 39%. | 1 
Otrue believers, devour not uſury, doub- 
ling i it twofold ; but fear God, that ye may. 
proſper: and fear the fire which is prepared 
for the unbelievers; and obey God and his 
” apoſtle, 
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apoſtle, that ye may obtain meroy. And 
run with emulation to obtain remiſſion from 
your Lord, and paradice, whoſe "breadth 
s prepared for the godly ; who give alms in 
proſperity and adverſity; who bridle theit 
anger, and forgive men: for God loveth 
the beneficent. And who after they have 
committed 3 a crime, or dealt unjuſtly with 
their own ſouls, remember God, and aſk 
pardon for their ſins, (for who forgiveth ſins 

except God ?) and perſevere not in what 
they haye done knowingly : their reward 
ſhall be pardon from their Lord, and gar- 
dens whetein rivers flow, they ſhall remain 
therein for ever : and how excellent is the 
teward of thoſe who labour | There have 
already been before you examples of puniſh-” _ 
ment of infidels, therefore go through the 
earth and behold what hath been the end 
of thoſe who accuſe God's apoſtles of im- 


poſture, | Chap, iii. Vol. i. p. 79. 


* 
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Says come I will rehearſe that which 
your Lord hath forbidden yu; that is 


ſay, that ye be not guilty of idolatry, and 


that ye murder not your children for fear 


leſt ye be. reduced to poverty: We will pron 


vide for you and them; and draw not near 
unto heinous crimes, neither openly, nor in 
ſecret; and ſlay not the ſoul which God 
hath forbidden you to ſlay, unleſs for a juſt 
cauſe. This hath he enjoined you that ye 
may underſtand. And meddle not with the 
ſubſtance- of the orphan, otherwiſe than for 
the improving thereof, until he attain his 
age of ſtrength ; and uſe a full meaſure, and 
a juſt balance, We will not impoſe a taſk on 
any ſoul, beyond its ability, And when 
ye pronounce judgment obſerve juſtice, al- 
though it be for or againſt one who is near 
of kin; and fulfil the covenant of God. 
Chap. v. Vol. i. p. 183. | 
Give unto him who is of kin to you, his 
ny and alſo unto the poor, and the tra- 
4 veller. 
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veller. And waſte not thy ſubſtance: pto- 
ſuſely: for the profuſe are brethren of the 
devils: and the devil was ungrateful unto his 
| Lord, But if thou turn from them, in ex- 
pectation of the mercy which thou hopeſt 
from thy Lord; at leaſt ſpeak kindly unto 
them. And let not thy band be tied up to 
thy neck ; neither open it with an unbound- 
ed expanſion, leſt thou become worthy of 
reprehenſion, and be reduced to poverty. 
Verily thy Lord will enlarge the ſtore of 
whom he pleaſeth, and will be ſparing unto 
whom he pleaſeth; for he knoweth and re- 
gardeth his ſervants, Kill not your chil- 
dren for fear of being brought to want z we 
will provide for them and for you: verily 
the killing them is a great fin. Draw not 
near unto fornication ; for it is wickedneſs,. 
and an evil way. Neither ſlay the ſoul which 
God hath forbidden you to ſlay, unleſs for 
a juſt cauſe ; and whoſoever ſhall be ſlain 
unjuſtly, we have given his beir power to 
demand ſatisfaftion ; but let them not exceed 
| ; the 


the murderer in too cruel a manner, or b 
reyepging. his friends blood on apy other 
than the perſon who killed him ſinca he 
is afliied by this law. 


be to improve it, until he attain! bis age af 


Qrength : and perform your covenant, for 
che performance of your covenant ſhall be 
_ enquired into hereafter, And give full mea- 
ſure when you. meaſure aught ] and weigh 
with a juſt balance. This will be better and 
more eaſy for determining every man's due. 
And follow not that whereof thou haſt no 
knowledge ; for the hearing, and the ſight, 
and the heart, every of theſe ſhall be ex- 
amined at the laſt day. Walk not proud- 
ly ia the land, for thou canſt not cleave the 


earth, neither ſhalt thou equal the mountains 


in ſtature, All this is evil and abominable 


in the ſight of thy Lord. Theſe precepts 


are A part of the wiſdom which thy Lord 
K bath 
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| hath revealed unto thee. Ch. wi van. 
„ 2.99. 
© | | „Ane ths u Messe raphy} ws 
humble themſelves in their prayer; and who 
eſchew all vain diſccurſe, and who are:doers 
of alms deeds; and who keep themſelves 
from carnal knowlege of any women ex- 
cept their wives, or the captives which their 
right hands poſſeſs, (for as to them they ſhall 
be blameleſs: but whoever , coveteth any 
woman beyond theſe, they are tranſgreſſors) 
and who acquit themſelves faithfully of their 
truſt, and juſtly perform their covenant; 
and who obſerve their appointed times of 
| prayer. Theſe ſhall be the heirs who ſhall 
| | inherit paradiſe, ' they ſhall continue therein 
| for ever. Chap. xxiii. vol. ii. p. 178, 

Give unto him who is of kin to thee his 
reaſonable due; and alſo to the poor, and 
the ſtranger: this is better for thoſe who 
ſeek the face of God; and they ſhall proſper, 
Whatever ye ſhall give in uſury, to be an 
increaſe of men's ſubſtance, ſhall not be in. 

creaſed 


creaſed. hy the deg o of Godz but whats 
ever ye ſhall give in alma for God's ſake, 
they ſhall receive Me romprd, Ch, xxx, 
vol. li. p. 258. . 4 R 


Whatever things are ike you, they are 
the proviſion of this preſent life : but the 
reward which is with God is better, and 
more durable, for thoſe who believe and put 
their truſt in their Lord, and who avoid 
heinous and filthy crimes, and when they 
are angry, forgive; and who hearken unto 
their Lord, and are conſtant at prayer, and 
whoſe affairs are directed by conſultation 
.among themſelves, and who give alms out 
of what we have beſtowed on them; and 
who, when an injury is done them, avenge 
themſelves, (and the retaliation of evil ought 
to be an evil proportionate thereto :) but he 
who forgiveth, and is reconciled unto his ene- 
my, ſhall receive his reward from God; forhe 
loveth not the unjuſt doers. And whoſo 
ſhall avenge himſelf after he hath been in- 
ured; ; as to theſe, it is not lawful to pu- 
K 2 niſh 
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min think fot it: But it is Giily Hwbfit to 
pam (Roſe ond Witing wel, and der 

inſolently in the eatth 3g ünſt jullice; thats 
ſhall ſuffer a grievous puniſhment. And 
whols' eareth injuries patlently, and for- 
giveth, verily this is 4 neckffary Work? 
Chap. ali. vol. f. p. 354: ene 


| Verily man is created extreme ely irhpa- | 

tient: Sen evil toucheth bim, he is full 
of complaint; but when good befalleth him, 
he becometh nigg gardly : except thoſe who | 
are devoutly given, and who perſevere in 
their prayers; and thoſe of whoſe ſubſtance 
a due and Certain portion is ready to be 
given unto him who aſketh, and him who 


is forbidden by ſhame to aſk: and thoſe» 
who ſincerely believe the day of Judge 
ment, and who dread- the puniſhment of 
their Lord: (for there is none ſecure from 
the puniſhment of their Lord) and who 
abſtain from the carnal knowlege of wo- 

men other than their wives, or the ſlaves 
which their right bands poſſeſs 3 (for 


4 a5 


or THE EAST. | 
„re 


whoever coveteth any woman beſide hefe, 


| thay gee tranſgreſſors) and thoſe whe faith- 
fully keep what they are entruſted with, and 
their covenant; and who are upright in their 


teſtintofiles, and who carefully obſerre the 


requiſite rites in their prayers: theſe 855 ; 


dell ahnlſt gardens, Highly den 
Chap. 1x; vol. il, p. 158. „ 
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Osszzvar ions on the Nun RR and 
Miszxy of the POOR; on the 


heavy Rates levied for their Main- 
tenance; and on the General Cauſes 
of Poverty: including ſome Curſory 


Hints for their radical Cond, 2 


Hombly ſubmitted to public” Conũi- 
deration. 


Who firſt taught Souls enſlay'd, and Realms 
undone, 


Th! enormous Faith of Many mate far One? 
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